PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH
NOTIFICATION
KARACHI, THE 28" DECEMBER, 2021

NO.PAS/LEGIS-B-16/2021-The Sindh Mines and Miner@lsvernance Bill, 2021having been
passed by the Provincial Assembly of Sindh off B®vember, 2021 and assented by the
Governor of Sindh on I7December, 2021 is hereby published as an ActefLégislature of
Sindh.

THE SINDH MINES AND MINERALS GOVERNANCE ACT, 2021.
SINDH ACT NO. XXXIV OF 2021

AN
ACT
to provide for an effective regulation of mineratines, mining anc
mineral dressing in the Province of Sindh.

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for an effective regidatof Preamble.
minerals, mines, mining and mineral dressing inRhevince of Sindh so ¢
to create a transparent, competitive and enablirginess environment fc
investment in mining and development of mineralsl do provide for
institutional oversight to steer and develop minsegtor and for this purpos
to regulate grants of mineral titles, mineral pe¢sng@nd mineral dressing
the Province of Sindh, and to provide for mattersilary thereto;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-
CHAPTER-I
PRELIMINARY

1. (1) This Act may be called the Sindh Mines anthdvils Governanc: Short title,
Act, 2021. extent and
commencement.

(2) It shall extend to whole of the Provindesindh.

(3) It shall come into force at once.

2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnanhe subject or context -  Definitions.
(i) “Abetment” means abetment as defined underi@ect07 of the
Pakistan Penal Code (XLV of 1860);

(if) “Abettor” means a person who abets an offeasealescribed unde
section 108 of the Pakistan Penal Code (XLV of 3860

(i) “Appellate Authority" means the Secretary to Governtrof Sindh
for Mines and Minerals Development Department t@rhappeals
against the orders of Licensing Authority in redatio Small Scale an
Large Scale Mining;

(iv) “Assign” shall, with its grammatical variatisnand cognatt
expressions, include transfer or mortgage of mirtdl@or permit;



(v) “Assignee” means a person, a firm or a compaonywhom a
license, lease or permit is assigned, transferredastgaged under thi
Act;

(vi) “Authorized Officer”, in relation to any prosion of this Act,
means any officer authorized by the Licensing Atitiip

(vii) "Company" means a Company as defined in toen@anies Act,
2017 (Act No.XIX of 2017), or a body incorporatedPakistan unde
any law for the time being in force;

(viii) “Conditions” includes terms, limitations argfipulations;

(ix) "Department” means the Mines & Mineral Develognt
Department of Government of Sindh;

(x)“Director Exploration” means Director Exploratioof Mines and
Minerals Development, Sindh;

(xi) “Director General” means the Director Gendvahes and Minerals
Development, Sindh;

(xii) “Director Title and Licensing” means the Dater Title and
Licensing in the Directorate General Mines and MatgeSindh;

(xiii) “Enforcement Officer” means the Enforcemedfficer of Mines
and Mineral Development, Sindh for carrying out theties under this
Act and rules;

(xiv) “Environment” means the environment assodateith mining
and its auxiliary operations viz. crushing, grirglitransportation ani
finishing processes and it includes both workingriemment and
adjacent environment;

(xv) “Exploration” means search for minerals, andclides the
determination of their extent and economic valug ewvaluation;

(xvi) “Exploration Area” means the area of land¢lirding its lateral
limits, to which an exploration license relates;

(xvii) “Exploration License” means an exploratidodnse issued unde
this Act;

(xviii) “Exploration Operation” or “prospecting op#ion”, as the cas
may be, means and includes any operation for eajidor and
prospecting purposes for access to the licensedsargeologica
mapping and the collection of surface and sub-sarfaineral sample
for the purpose of mineralogical examination, asgayand the tes
work but such work shall not include commercial enal extractiorfor
marketing;



(xix) “Force” means the Mines and Minerals Forcéabbshed undel
this Act;

(xx) “Functions” includes powers and duties of vad authorities an
officers as prescribed under this Act and rules;

(xxi) “Good Reconnaissance Practices” “Good ExgloraPractices”
or “Good Mining Practices” means practices whicle aenerally
accepted internationally by persons involved in ore@issance
operations, exploration operations, or mining opens, as the cas
may be, as good, safe and necessary in carryingusttoperations;

(xxii) “Government" means the Government of Sindh;

(xxiii) "Group of minerals" means a group of minlsréound in mining
area;

(xxiv) “Default” means breach of any provision dfig Act or of any
condition of a mineral title or mineral permit;

(xxv) “Land" includes surface bearing any minetahd beneath wate
and the subsoil of land;

(xxvi) “Large Scale Mining" means a process of mirequiring
reconnaissance license, exploration license, mimgage or minera
deposit retention license;

(xxvii) “Lateral Limits” in relation to an area dand pertaining to ¢
mining lease or a prospecting license means thiécaktines towards
the earth passing through the sides by which tiea is bounded;

(xxviii) "Lease" means a mining lease granted ag bwaprescribed;

(xxix) "Lessee" means a person to whom a leaseaistgd undethis
act andrules;

(xxx) "License" means a prospecting license, anmpassance licenst
an exploration license or as the case may be, aralideposit retentiol
license and license granted as may be prescribed;

(xxxi) “Licensee” means a person to whom a liceissgranted unde
the rules;

(xxxii) “Licensing Authority” means the Director @eral, Mines anc
Minerals Development, Sindh to whom applications rianeral title,
mineral permit, temporary permit for leveling ohthfor the purpose o
extraction and lifting of mineral or application for installing afrush
plant or application for stocking of minerals avebe submitted,;

(xxxiii) “Mine”, when used as a noun, means any face or
underground excavation, including quarry, where apgration for the
purpose of searching for or obtainingnoining a mineral has been or



being carried on, and includes all works, machingack, rope-ways,
headings and siding, whether above or below groumdr adjacent ol
belonging to or appurtenant to a mine, but does inolude the
manufacturing or processing plant; or when used asrb, means ti
carry on mining operations;

(xxxiv) “Mineral” means all surface and sub-surfawural deposits o
ores and metals and other metallic and non-metallibstances
including naturally occurring aqueous solutionspmmercially
extractable quantity, containing more than one percent mineral sal
solution, but does not include —

)] radioactive minerals necessary for the generatiér
nuclear
energy except Beryl;
(ii) mineral oll,
(i) natural gas; and
(iv) coal;

(xxxv) “Mineral Agreement” means an agreement teekecuted unde
the provisions of thact andrules;

(xxxvi) “Mineral Operation” means geological and ogbemical
exploration operations or mining operations or both

(xxxvii) “Mineral Deposit Retention License” meaasmineral deposi
retention license issued under this Act;

(xxxviii) “Mineral Dressing” means processing, dnusy and grinding
of minerals;

(xxxix) “Mineral Permit” means an exploration petnor a mining
permit issued under the rules;

(xI) “Mineral Title” means a reconnaissance licenaa exploration
license, a mineral deposit retention license oirang lease;

(x1i) “Mines Committee” means a Committee consgtlitunder sectiol
5

(xlii) “Mines and Mineral Force” means force appteith under this Act;

(xliii) “Mining Area” means an area of land includj its lateral limits
within the mining lease or permit limits;

(xliv) “Mining Operation” means any operation cadi out in
connection with the development of a mine, or thedpction of
minerals from the mine, or both;

(xIv) “Prescribed” means prescribed by rules maalgeu this Act;



(xIvi) “Province” means the Province of Sindh;

(xIvii) “Reconnaissance License” means a reconaaiss license issue
under theact andrules;

(xIviii) “Reconnaissance Operations” means any afiens carried or
in a general search for any mineral by means ofalaeensing
techniques, including geophysical surveys, phoweaggcal mapping ot
imagery carried on from the air, and reconnaissahe# be constructe
accordingly;

(xlix) “Rent” means a rent for an area granted dedharcated for
mineral title or mineral permtb the owner of the land

() "Retention Area” means the area of land, inglgdts lateral limits,
to which a mineral deposit retention license relate

(i) “Rules” means rules made under this Act;

(lif) “Small Scale Mining” means a mining other théhe large scals
mining;

(liif) “Stock of Minerals” means accumulation of marals including
Reti (Sand) and Bajri made at any place in Sindhttie purpose o
selling or marketing;

(liv) “Temporary Permit” means the temporary perisgued under thi

rules for leveling and lifting of mineral, levelingf land and removing

of debris.

CHAPTER-II
ADMINISTRATION

3. (1) Except with the prior sanction of the LicergsAuthority, no license tc
prospect for minerals or quarrying of mineral, &ploration of mineral
lease of mines and minerals, permit of mines anteral, permit for making
stocks of minerals and license for establishing emh dressing uni
(processing, crushing, grinding) shall be grantedherwise than ir
accordance with the provisions of this Act or ruiesde under this Act.

(2) No sanction shall be accorded if it adeqy affects the topograph
archaeology, ecology and environment of that area.

4, Any Mineral title, prospecting license or quatigense or mining
lease or mineral permit granted or renewed by tmepetent authority unde
any law or rules for time being in force, before tommencement of thi
Act, shall be deemed to have been granted or rah@waccordance with th
provisions of this Act and shall continue to remeiroperation for a perios
for which it is granted.

5. There shall be a Mines Committee, which shalisedthe Licensing
Authority, in relation to such matters concernihg administration of thit
Act and the rules made there under with respect -

Grant of Licences
leases and permits.
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continue.

Mines Committee.



(@) to grant or renewor refuse or cancela reconnaissance, ¢
exploration, prospecting, or mineral deposit ratenticense, a
mining lease, an exploration permit, a mining pérna
temporary permit for lifting of mineral for the mose of
leveling of land, a permit for making stock of miaks, a
license for establishing mineral dressing unit :(yamcessing,
crushing and grinding);

(b) to amend the termand conditions of any reconnaissance
prospecting, an exploration, or mineral depositemgon
license, a mining lease, an exploration permit,igng permit,
a temporary permit for lifting of mineral for theuypose of
leveling of land, a permit for making stock of mials and a
license for establishing of Mineral Dressing Unitiz(
processing, crushing and grinding);

(© to invite competitive bids in case there are mdrant one
application of mineral title or permit as deemegrapriate in
public interest;

(d) to grant a reconnaissance, an exploration, prosgecor
mineral deposit retention license, a mining leasegxploration
permit or a mining permit to a person or compangxaess of
the limit;

(e) to grant an additional area for reconnaissance in excess i
the allowed area but not exceeding the area descall under
the rules and policy;

() to convert, assign, amendapprove, surrender, the
reconnaissance, an exploration, prospecting, oemirdeposit
retention license, a mining lease or a mining pgrmi

(9) oversee the enforcement of laws, rules and regulkatielating
to mines and minerals;

(h) review and determine the rates of fee and roy#ityn time to
time, with the approval of Government;

0] assist the Licensing Authority in performance af fiinctions
under this Act or rules made thereunder.

(2) Government may by notification in the Offici@lazette, determine th
composition of the Mines Committee.

(3) The quorum of meeting shall be two-third of members and all th
decisions shall be taken by simple majority of ltot@ambers of votes of th
Mines Committee.

(4) No proceedings or decision of the Mines Conemitshall be invalid by
reason only of the existence of a vacancy or défettte constitution of the
Committee.



(5) While deciding the grant of mineral titles ampeérmits, the Mines
Committee may take into consideration the factdrownership of land
surface, identification of mineral, technical sonesds of the proposal ar
financial capacity of the applicant.

(6) The Mines Committee may delegate any of itscfioms toa sub-
committee of a minimum of three members of the Comittee.

(7) The office of Director General, Mines and Mialkst Sindh shall provid
secretariat support to the Committee.

6. (1) Where any matter is referred to the Minesn@ittee for its advice
and the Licensing Authority decides to disposehef tater in accordanc
with the advice of the Mines Committee, the LicegsiAuthority shall,
before disposing of the matter, furnish the conemitivith a statement of it
reasons for so doing.

(2) Minutes shall be recorded of all meetin§ghe mines committee ar
shall be signed by all members of the committee attended the meeting.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this ActetMines Committee sha
determine its own procedures as may be prescribdtirules; provided the
the Committee shall meat-least once in ninety days.

7. (1) Government may, by notification in the OfficGazette, delegate ar
of its powers under this Act or rules made thereurtd any officer of the
Department.

(2) The Licensing Authority may by generalspecial order and subje
to such conditions may delegate its powers underAlt or rules to any
officer of the Department with the permission oé thepartment but suc
powers shall not be the powers delegated to itlyyagher authority.

8. (1) Information disclosed under this Act to ttieensing Authority or the
Department, shall not be disclosed to any unawbdrperson without prio
approval of the Department, except to the exteatt th

(a) disclosure is authorized or required by law;

(b) disclosure is required by order of a competent tcaurfor the
purpose of any arbitration or litigation involvidgpvernment;

(© disclosure relates to information contained intttie register or
Permit register;

(d) disclosure is necessary to compile and publisttiaffstatistical
information concerning the geology and mineral ueses of
Sindh;

(e) disclosure is for the purpose-
(i) implementing this Act or rules made t@nder or a minere
title or mineral agreement;

Meetings and
Procedure for
Meetings of the Mines
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Confidentiality.



(i) the formation and implementation of iggl relating to
developmentof mineral resources in the Province of Sindh, min
policy or of giving advice to other Government Depwents or
agencies; or

(iii) any discussion or dealing with the FedléGovernment:

() disclosure is effected with the prior permissiomiriting of the
Minister Incharge of the Department granted in eespf any
matter which, in the opinion of the Minister, is afgeneral
nature and may be disclosed in the public intergst;

(9) disclosure is in accordance with a relevant minagaeement
or a mineral title; and

(h) the person providing the information authorizedlitclosure at
the time of providing information.

(2) If the Licensing Authority or an officer empleg¢ in or by the
Department uses, for the purpose of personal gainjnformation disclose:
under this Act, that comes to the Licensing Auttyodr that officer in the
course of, or by reason of that employment, thétarity or officer is guilty
of an offence and shall be punishable under thesi&ficy and Discipline
Rules in force in the Government.

(3) Where a mineral title or mineral permit ceaselsave effect in relation t
an area of land and the holder of the title or piedmes not acquire a furthe
title or permit over that area, the government|dimale the right to disclos
any information which it has received from the eolth respect of that aree

9. (1) No liability shall attach to an officer erogkd in or by the Mines an
Mineral Development Department, the licensing arthar an authorizec
officer, in respect of the exercise or performararepurpose of exercise (
performance in good faith of any function understiiict or rules made
thereunder.

(2) No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedindgstever shall lie
against any officer or official for anything whiés done or intended to b
done in good faith under this Act or rules madeehender.

10. For the purpose of development of mineral resouritesthe
Province, the following shall be granted or issweslthe case may be, by t
Licensing Authority on advice of the Mines Commettas per the procedu
prescribed by rules:-
0] mineral title for large scale mining and mineralrrpigs for
small scale mining respectively as provided inrtiles;

(ii) temporary permit for lifting of mineral fothe purposes o
Leveling of land;

(i) license for establishment of mineral dregs unit (viz:
processing, crushing and grinding);

Immunity of Officers,
etc.

Licenses, leases or
permits for minerals.



(iv) permit for making stock of minerals for purgo®f seling or
marketing at any place in the Province.

11. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act oules, the
Licensing Authority on the recommendations of Mifgsmmittee may, by
general or special order, grant license and miteage or mining permit fo
such period and for such area on such terms anditmos as may be
specified in the order to such public organizatias,deemed appropriate
the public interest.

12. For the purpose of small scale mining, preferertiigthts may be
given to the persons residing in that local ardges to the condition tha
the person of that local area has applied for sacdll scale mining.

13. (1) The holder of a mineral title or mineralrpé shall, with the
permission of the Licensing Authority, have thehtigo accessor use the
data such as geological, geo-chemical, petro-paly®agineering, cores ar
production data, as well as all interpretative aedivative data including
reports, studiesanalysis interpretations, bulk sampling results, assay
results, evaluations and other information in respé exploration or mining
operations.

(2) The data under sub-section (1) may besssd or used, free of co
for the purpose of exploration or mining operati@msl to retain copies ¢
samples of material or information constituting tlaa.

CHAPTER-III
FINANCIAL

14. (1) The holder of a mineral title, mineral périor temporary permi
other than holder of reconnaissance license whowmasthe bid of any
mineral in the course of any exploration or minagerations carried in b
him, shall pay to Government, in respect of anyhsuineral disposed of b
him, royalty as may be prescribed by rules.

(2) Any mineral shall be deemed to have lésposed of if it is —
(a) sold, donated or bartered;

(b) appropriated to treatment or other processing; or

(© exported without having been dealt with as provigedlauses
(a) or (b), prior to export.

(3) The holder of an exploration license or prosipgclicense, or a:
the case may be, minerals deposit retention ligests®l pay to Governmer
in respect of any such mineral or group of miner@moved from the
exploration or prospecting, or as the case mayrétention area for th
purpose of testing, assaying or pilot plant studiad royalty as may b
prescribed.

(4) Rate of royalty on minerals shall be determiasdprovided unde
clause (j) of section 5.

Exception.
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15. The Licensing Authority may, for the purpose of ifieation or Establishment of check
collection of royalty on minerals dispatched frdme ficensed or leased ar posts.

or areas under mining permit, establish check peastsuitable places

authorize any officer or official to check the miakin transit and recove

royalty.

(2) The Licensing Authority may order the collectiof royalty on minerals
dispatched from the licensed or leased area os ameder mining permit, a
the case may be through competitive and transpgedess that ma
include sealed tenders or open auction or any ottethod as may b
decided by Government on the terms and conditieterohined by it.

16. (1) The holder of a mineral title or a mingparmit shall pay an annui Rental and Renewal
rent fee as may be prescribed in respect of thee tarevhich the mineral title Fees
or permit relates —
(a) in the case of the land belonging to Governmeitcoordance
with the rate as may be prescribed;

(b) if the land belongs to a private person, a titlgpermit holder
shall pay surface rent to the owner of the landallst used or
occupied superficially at such rate and in suchnmearas may
be mutually agreed upon between the lessee or péotder
and the land owner, and in case of disagreemewntekeatthem,
at such rate and in such manner as may be detalniipe
Licensing Authority or the Surface Rent Committepainted
by the Licensing Authority.

(2) Payment of the annual surface rent in respleatmineral title or minera
permit shall be made within thirty days after tlaedof issue of the miner:
title and thereafter shall be made on the samealatach year.

(3) Where any person has failed to pay any amotiainoual surface rer
under this section, he shall be liable to pay Baeal to fifty percent of the
actual annual rent as prescribed under the rules.

(4) The holder of a minerals title or mineral pdrrahall also pay tc
Government, in respect of private land occupiedised by that holder fo
the purpose of mineral operation, the water rafeany, assessable und
any law or rules regulating the irrigated waterjclhwould have applied t
the land if it had been occupied for that purpose.

(5) A renewal fee in respect of the renewal of aaral title or a minera
permit shall be paid in accordance with the rules.

17. (1) Every licensee, lessee or mining permitléokhall pay such annu aAnnual fee.
fee as notified by Government on the recommendsatioh the Mines

Committee from time to time for the area coveredthyy license, lease ¢

mineral permit.

(2) The fee shall be payable for each mineral sgplgreven if the are.
under license, lease of mineral permit for différemnerals remains th
same.



CHAPTER-IV
MINERAL PRODUCTION AND DISPATCH

18. (1) The minerals excavated from any licensedeased area unde
mining permit shall be dispatched from the areg@scribed dispatch slig
printed by the Department through Government RrintPress and dul
authenticated by the Licensing Authority or itsreutzed officer.

(2) The dispatch slips shall clearly indicate tlaged time, license leas
permit number, name of buyer, vehicle number, gtyanf mineral and its
destination.

(3) Any vehicle or carrier found carrying mineraitiwout dispatch slig
under sub-sections (1) and (2) shall be considasaghauthorized excavatt
mineral and shall be dealt in accordance with &gt or any other law ol
rules which prohibit the excavation of minerals.

19. (1) If it is discovered that the holder of anarial title or mineral permi
has under reported mineral production, the Licenginthority shall charge
royalty up to ten times of the notified rate, oe tuantity of mineral unde
reported, forfeit the security deposit and perfaroea guarantee and m
also cancel the mineral title or mineral permit sidering the merits of th
case; provided that no action under this sectial ble taken without giving
an opportunity of hearing to the holder of mingitéé or mineral permit.

(2) An entry in the record of the holder of the emal title or permit
shall be made regarding under-reporting.

CHAPTER-V
RESTRICTIONS, VIOLATION AND PUNISHMENTS

20. No mining concession shall be granted in any are@ified by
Government as banned area, from time to time.

21. No person shall make mineral stock at any placthe Province
without prior permission in writing from the Licang Authority as may be
prescribed.

22. No person shall perform mineral dressing (pincessing, crushin
and grinding), without written permission from th&ensing Authority as
may be prescribed.

23. (1) Government or officer authorized by it may, order, require the
person directly or indirectly involved in illegalining, to immediately stoy
such illegal mining, remove the structure, machireamd equipment, if any
from the mining or exploration area.

Explanation.- Lessee or licensee or permit holder who after
expiry of the period of lease, license or permit determination of sucl
lease, license or permit, continues to retain ufliyvpossession of mining
area shall, for the purpose of this sub-sectionddemed to be responsik
for illegal or unauthorized mining or exploration.
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(2) The order under sub-section (1) may be seryed b

(a) giving or tendering it to the person responsibleillegal and
unauthorized mining or exploration; or

(b) affixing it at a conspicuous place on or near thaimg or
exploration area to which it relates or sendinpyitregistered
post, reliable courier service or through publicatiin the
leading newspapers.

(3) If Government or officer authorized by it, itisfied that illegal or un:
authorized mining or exploration is being carried despite the order serve
under sub-section (2), the authority or authorinéiicer shall direct the
person(s) responsible for illegal mining or exptmma to stop such illegal o
unauthorized mining or exploration forthwith.

(4) Whosoever including abettor disobeys the orderder sub-section (&
shall be punished with imprisonment of either diggicm for a period of six
months or with fine not less than fifty thousangdeas or with both.

24. (1) If any person refuses or fails comply tihéeo under sub-section (;
of section 23 after thirty days from the receipbader, he shall be evicted t
such force as may be necessary by an Enforcemeite©Obr officer
authorized by Government in this behalf and theicstire, machinery
equipment etc., if any, on the mining or explonatgite, shall stand forfeite
to Government.

(2) If any officer authorized to take action undemb-section (1), require
police assistance, if necessary, for eviction onaeal, he may send suc
requisition to the officer Incharge of a policetsta within the local limits of
which the mining or exploration site or area isigied and the police office
shall on such requisition render the required tasi®.

25. Where any structure is demolished or machinery wemhoon
eviction under section 24, the cost of demolitiomesmoval of such structur
or machinery etc. shall be borne by the personiethout illegal mining or
exploration on the site and shall be recovered fnisrsecurity deposit witl
Government.

26. If arrears of rent or any other dues are payablrespect of an
granted mine, permit or exploration license by pheson evicted therefron
the amount of such arrears with surcharge, if acgrued thereon shall t
recovered from such person from his security deposi

27. (1) Any person involved in illegal reconnaissarexploration, mining o
stock of any mineral including Reti (sand) and Bajthout the valid license
or permit issued by the Licensing Authority, she# deemed to hav
committed offence and he shall be liable to punistinwith imprisonmen
of either description for a term, which may exteéadhree years but not le:
than six months, or with a fine which may extendR&10,00,000/-(rupee
one million) or with a fine of rupees equivalenttbé market value of th
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extracted mineral but not less than Rs.300,00(/e@s three lacs
whichever is highemr with both.

Explanation.- The market price for the purpose of this sectioalls
be determined by a Committee comprising the Direditle and Licensing.
as itsconvenerand members which may include the Director, Exgilon,
Assistant Director, Concession, Deputy DirectoAesistant Director of the
concerned District or area and Mineral Developntgfficer concerned.

(2) An abettor including a public servant who igedily or indirectly
involved in assisting or abetting the offence tdghl mining or exploratior
or mineral stock, as the case may be, shall bespadiwith imprisonmen
for a term which may extend to one year but nat tesn three months, ¢
with fine which may extend to five lac rupees othwioth.

(3) If the officer in-charge of police statiomillfully fails to provide the
necessary police assistance under sub-sectionf (@ation 24, the matte
shall be reported to the Inspector General of Boli§indh to take
disciplinary proceedings against such officer.

(4) Any person purchases minerals illegally mined fiom any land, he
shall be deemed to be accomplice and abettor opéinsons mentioned i
sub-sections (1) and (2) and tantamount to comingtdame offense ar
shall be dealt with accordingly.

(5) If any person obstructs free access of a hatlarmineral title or permi
to the licensed or leased area or area under rhiperanit or directly or
indirectly tries to interfere with the prospecting exploration or mining
operations by a holder of a mineral title, he sha#l punished witf
imprisonment for a term which may extend up tog¢hyears but not less the
six months or a fine which may extend to two huddifeusand rupees b
not less than one hundred thousand rupees or with b

28. (1) If the holder such mineral title or mineparmit repeatedly violate
the provisions of this Act or rules or any termsl @onditions of the minere
title or mineral permit and has failed to rectifych violation within the
period as fixed by the Licensing Authority, the émsing Authority shall
subject to notice, reserve the right to cancel ifieeral title or mineral
permit, as the case may be.

(2) If any dues payable under a mineral title onenal permit are not pai
within three months as may be specified by the nsaey Authority in the
order, the Licensing Authority may subject to neticevoke the mineral titl
or mineral permit and take possession of the presretemprised therein.

29. (1) The Licensing Authority, if is satisfiedaththere are serious ar
repeated violations of this Act being committed tye mineral title or
mineral permit holder, he shall, by order, bladkisich holder of miners
title or mineral permit, as the case may be.

(2) The mineral title or permit held by sugbrson, on account of h
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blacklisting, shall stand terminated and such pgedwall not be granted ¢
issued mineral title or mineral permit in futurethye Licensing Authority.

(3) In case such person or any partner dfi $um or a director of sucl
company forms a new firm or becomes a directornuftlzer company, h
shall render such other firm or company ineligifde the grant of minera
title or mineral permit.

CHAPTER-VI
ENFORCEMENT

30. (1) Government may for the prevention of illegad unauthorizec
mining, to retrieve the possession of minerals fitbegal miners or stocke
and to enforce the provisions of this Act, estdbis Mines and Minere
Force which shall comprise of the following Seraoid junior ranks officers
notified by Government:-

SENIOR RANK
(i) Director General of Mines and Mineral DevelopmeSindh

(i) Enforcement Officer

JUNIOR RANK IN EACH DISTRICT
(i) Inspector of Mines and Minerals Force

(if) Sub-Inspector(s), Assistant Sub-InspectorfsMmes and Minerals
Force.

(iif) Head Constables and Constables of Mines aimtells Force.

(2) Government may establish, as many Mines andeiMInForce
stations, as are required for the efficient fundtig for carrying out the
purpose of this Act and rules made thereunder.

(3) The members of the Staff shall be govermgdhe provisions of the
Sindh Civil Servants Act and rules made thereunder.

31. The Force shall have the following functions:-

(@) to lodge first information report (F.I.R.), inquir@to,
investigate and prosecute all offenders relatinglegal and
unauthorized mining or stock including an attempt
conspiracy to commit, or an abetment of any sufénct or
any offence committed under this Act or rules;

(b) to retrieve possession from the illegal and unaigbd
mining and stock;

(© to use such arms, ammunition and equipment asupmisd
to them by the Government through the Director Ganer
Enforcement Officer;

(d) to perform any other related functions which may
assigned to it by Government.
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32. (1) The officers of the Force shall for the gmge of any inquiry o Powers of Mines and
investigation under this Act, have within his jdlition, such powers Mineral Force.
including the powers relating to search, arrestpefsons, seizures (

property and such duties, privileges and liab#ites a police officer has i

respect of offences under the Code of Criminal &dace, 1898 (Act V o

1898) or any other law for the time being in force.

(2) Save when the Director General otherwise diream officer of the Forc
not below the rank of an Inspector may, for theppse of any inquiry ol
investigation under this Act, exercise all the pmvef an officer-in-charge
of the Police station in any area in which he istf@ time being and, whe
so exercising such powers, shall be deemed to deofficer-incharge of
police station discharging his functions as suckhiwithe limits of his
station including the lodging of the First Inforriuat Report.

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of the peiens of sub-section (1
and sub-section (2), any officer of the Force nelolw the rank of Sut
Inspector authorized by the Director General irs tbehalf, may arres
without warrant, any person who has committed oairegy whom a
reasonable suspicion exists that he has committsd cd the offences
relating to the illegal or unauthorized mining meéel to in this Act or any
other law for the time being in force, no persomlistve kept in police
custody for more than twenty four hours, unlessraand is obtained from
Judicial Magistrate.

(4) An officer of the Force not below the rank aftfSnspector authorized b
the Director General may inquire and investigatd &mace the person ¢
persons responsible for the illegal or unauthorin@ung.

(5) Government may, in respect of any case regdtdsy, or undel
investigation, of police or any other investigatiagency or authority, b
order in writing, entrust inquiry or such investiga to the Force, an
thereupon the police or other investigation agesrcguthority shall transfe
the record of the case to the Mines and Mineraisd-o

(6) Any member of the Force, not below the rankSab Inspector may it
performance of his functions, powers and dutiesk sessistance from th
concerned police and the concerned police shaldererall possible
assistance.

33. All officers, excluding Enforcement Officer and rsterial staff of Wearing of Uniform.
the Force, employed on enforcement duties shalt weeh uniform as ma
be prescribed.

34. The Sindh Police shall arrange training to the mensilof the Force Training.
on usual charges notified by the Government.

35. Every officer of the Force in discharging its fuoas, powers anc Public Servant.
duties shall be a public servant within the meanifigsection 21 of the
Pakistan Penal Code (Act No. XLV of 1860).



36. (1) It shall be the duty of every officer anémber of the Force to obe
and execute all orders and instructions issuedhdly the Director General

(2) Every officer shall be liable to serve wherekeris required to serve k
the Director General.

(3) Every officer who is guilty of any violation afuty or willful breach or
neglect of any of the provision of this Act or rsller lawful order made by
Licensing Authority, or who withdraws from his desi without permission
or who, being absent on leave, fails, without reabte cause, to repo
himself for duty on the expiration of such leavepa being recalled to dut
earlier or who is engaged without authority in @nyployment other than hi
duty under this Act, or who is guilty of cowardicer, who applies an)
unwarrantable personal violence to any persondrchstody, shall be liabl
to be proceeded against departmentally, or, onictonr before a Judicia
Magistrate, to imprisonment for a term which mayeexl to six months, o
with fine which may extend to ten thousand rupeesyith both.

37. (1) No Court other than the Special Court fom& and Minerals
established under section 38 shall try offence®utids Act.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in the CodE Criminal
Procedure, 1989, every offence under this Act sfallthe purposes of th
said Code, be deemed to be non-cognizable.

(3) No prosecution under this Act shall be lodgetheut the previous
sanction of the Licensing Authority or any officuthorized by him, whict
shall not be given except after serving a noticghenparty concerned ar
giving him a reasonable opportunity of being heard.

38. (1) For the purpose of speedy justice, Goventraball in consultatior
with High Court of Sindh, by Notification, specifgr each Division, ar
existing Court of Civil Judge / Assistant Sessidisige to be a “Speci
Court for Mines and Minerals” to try the offencexer this Act.

(2) On establishment of Special Courts under sehese(1), the case
falling within the purview of this Act pending inng court shall be
transferred to the Special Court for trial:

Provided that until the Special Courts are ldstaed under sub
section (1), the cases pending before any coulitatrainue to trial.

(3) The Special Court established under sub-sediidn on taking
cognizance of a case shall proceed with the tr@ahfday-to-day and sha
decide the case within one hundred and twenty days.

39. An appeal against the order passed by a Speciat Sloall lie to the
District and Sessions Court of the concerned distri

40. (1) There shall be established as many PoliatioBs of Mines anc
Mineral in the Province, as may be considered rsacgsfor achieving the
objectives of this Act.

(2) The jurisdiction of the Police Stations undab-section (1) shal
be determined on the basis of administrative bogndad shall be notifiec
by Government from time to time
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(3) The Police Stations established under subesecfil) shall
comprise the officer and staff of the Force as pled under the headin
“Junior Rank” of sub-section (1) of section 30.

41. (1) The production in any criminal or civil meedings in any court ¢
law of any certificate purporting to have been sijivy Licensing Authority
or an authorized officer certifying whether or ot a date specified in th
certificate that —
(a) a mineral title or mineral permit was issued rengwe
transferred to a person so specified;

(b) any interest in such a title or permit has beemtgd
transferred or assigned to person so specified;

(© any conditions so specified is or was a conditibra
title or permit;

(d) a person mentioned in the certificate is or thel&obf a
mineral title or mineral permit;

(e) a title or a permit has been in respect of an afdand
so specified, shall, unless the contrary is provesl.
received in evidence as conclusive proof of the §ac
certified.

(2) The production in any civil or criminal procéegs in any court, at
extract of an entry in the title register, certifiley an authorized officer to k
a true and correct extract of such an entry shaless the contrary is prove
be taken as conclusive proof of the entry.

42. The orders passed under sections 23 and 2y ifhadcessary, be gc
executed through the Force.

CHAPTER-VII
REGISTRATION

43. (1) The Licensing Authority shall maintain a registef mine
surveyors, to be known as registered mines suryeyo -
(a) possesses such qualificatioas prescribed under the

rules;

(b) apply to the licensingqauthority to be entered in th
register;

(© in the opinion of the Licensing Authoriig competent
to carry out boundary demarcati@and surveys both
underground and above grouadd prepare plans.

(2) An application for registration under clausg gbsub-section (1) shall b
accompanied by the fees as may be prescribed.

(3) Where it appears to the Licensing Authorityttlaregistered mine

Evidence.

Execution of the
orders.

Registration of mines
surveyor.



surveyor has committed gross negligence or misadnduthe discharge o
any duties under this Act or rules, the Licensiatharity shall —

(a) afford the registered mines surveyor a reason
opportunity to be heard on the matter; and

(b) if satisfied, after hearing the registered mineveyor,
that gross negligence or misconduct was commil
remove the name of that mine surveyor from thesteg
and blacklist him.

44. (1) The Licensing authority shall maintain a registdr technical
persons, to be known as registered mining engireegsologists, who —

(a) possess such qualifications in mining engineerimg
geology from recognized university;

(b) apply to the Licensing Authority to be entered hdgne
in the register;

(© in the opinion of the Licensing Authoriig competent
to prepare feasibility study report, exploitatiacheme,
development plan and mineral occurrence certificat
such other technical documents necessary for dbta
mining rights or carrying out mining operation.

(2) An application for registration under clausg @b sub-section (1), sha
be accompanied by the fees as may be prescribed.

(3) Where it appears to the Licensing Authorityttharegistered technic:
person has committed gross negligence or misconduct éndischarge o
any duties unddhis Act/Rulesthe licensing authority shall —

(a) afford the registered technical person a reason
opportunity to be heard on the matter; and

(b) if satisfied, after hearing the registered techmpeaisons,
that gross negligence or misconduct was commil
remove the name of that technical person from
register.

CHAPTER-VIII
MISCELLANEOUS

45. (1) A holder of a mineral title or mineral pétrror holder of license o
mineral dressing unit shall employ suelchnically qualified and competer
personnel to carryout the operation including but not limited to tl
preparation of account, maps, plans, programs,rtepmd studies and tt
execution of any work required under this Act olesu as is reasonab
required by the Licensing Authority, under the lawdes, and regulation
regarding mines safety for the time being in force.

(2) In the employment of all grades of employeége greference to citizen
of Pakistan and in particular, those possessingidi@rof Sindh and whc
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possess appropriate qualification, expertise amérgance for the purpose
of the operations to be carried on under the mirig&or permit.

(3) A holder of a mineral title or mineral permit mineral dressing uni
shall, when asked to do so by the Licensing Autipdrrange and provid
facilities for training to students of any Miningqh@ineering Institution or tc
any other person associated with the professidangineering, Geology o
other related sciences.

46. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as antg the holder of ¢ Compliance with other
mineral title or a mineral permit or holder of lice of mineral dressing un laws.
to do anything —

(a) which the holder is prohibited from doing under awy
for the time being in force; or

(b) otherwise than in accordance with any such
regulating the doing of that thing, and for thatpmse
obtaining any permit, License, approval Permissior
other document required under any such law.

47. (1) Any failure on the part of the holder ofnemal tittle and minera Force Majeure.
permit tofulfill any of the conditions of the title and permittormeet any

requirement of this Act or rules, shall not be tieelaas a breach of holder

mineral title and permit or this Act or rules infew as the failure arises fro

an act of war, hostility, insurrection, or an atGmd, pandemic, epidemic ¢

from any other cause specified in the conditionsthef mineral title as

constituting force majeure for the purpose of is.

(2) Where the holder of a mineral title or mingsarmit fails tofulfill any of
the conditions of the mineral title or mineral pédrras a result of the
occurrence of any circumstance referred to in galian (1), the holder sha
forthwith give notice to the licensing authoritywigig particular of the failure
and its causes.

(3) The Licensing Authority may, on application rea it by the licensee
lessee or permit holder referred to in sub sed@ymwho has been preventt
from exercising any rights under the license, legsemit for the period ir
the circumstances referred to in sub section (ffgreled by in notice ir
writing, the period for which the license, leasgermit, as the case may t
in the question has been issued by such reasopahl®d and on such &
may be determined by the Licensing Authority.

(4) The licensing authority may refuse any applicatreferred to in sut
section (3) if the holder of the mineral title oin@ral permit in question
could by taking any responsible steps, which wesslable to the holder
have exercised the rights concerned during thegeri the mineral title ol
mineral permit.

(5) The provisions of this Act shall not be consted as exempting an
holder of a mineral title or mineral permit fromnaplying with obligation



under the mineral title or mineral permit or thistAo pay any royalties
annual charges rent or fees.

48. (1) Any person dissatisfied by the order passeder this Act by the
licensing authority may, within thirty days fromethservice thereof, o
payment of prescribed fee, prefer an appeal to KaapeAuthority.

(2) The appellate authority may, after perusing dppeal filed under suk
section (1) and giving an opportunity to the appdllor his duly authorize:
agent of being heard, confirm, modify or vacate ahger within sixty days
on receipt of appeal.

49. (1) Government shall establisfor the purpose of, prompt and
accurate chemical analysis, identification and esstng and up gradation
minerals, a reliable and well equipped mineralingstaboratory in the
Exploration wing of Directorate Generabf Mines and Mineral
Development Department.

(2) The Laboratory established under sub-sectidrsliall be manned witl
qualified and experienced staff for prompt and e&euchemical analysis ¢
minerals, rock and Orand shall, on payment gbrescribed fees, facilitate
mine owners, lease holders and all other partiésrasted in testing ¢
analysis of rock, ore and mineral samples, mingmalcessing studies
including research and development studies for ragiagion, processing ¢
value addition.

50. (1) Government may, by notification, in theia#l gazette, make rule
for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) Without prejudice to the foregoing powsuch rules shall provide fc
all or any of the following matters:-

(a) the manner in which and the authority to whc
application for the grant or renewal of a reconseise,
an exploration, prospecting, or mineral deposieRg&bn
license, a mining lease, an exploration permit,imirng
permit, a temporary permit for lifting of minerairfthe
purpose of leveling of land, a license for estdiig
mineral dressing unit (processing, crushing, grigyi
shall be made, a permit for making stock of mirse
and the prescribing of the fees to be paid on ¢
application;

(b) the condition in accordance with which the grant
renewal of a reconnaissance, an exploration, pobisge
mineral deposit retention license, a mining lease,
exploration permit, a mining permit, a temporarynpi¢
for lifting of mineral for the purpose of levelirg land,
a license for establishing mineral dressing
(processing, crush, grinding) and a permit for mgk
stock of minerals, and the prescribing of forms tloe
execution or renewal of such license, lease, peranitd
concession;
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(© the circumstances under which renewal of a lice
lease, or permit as aforesaid may be refused,yosach
license, lease or permit weather granted or renemssgd
be revoked,;

(d) the determination of the rates at which, and thelitmn
subject to which, royalties, rents and taxes dhalpaid
by licensees, lessees, permit holder and grantée
mining concessions;

(e) the refinement of ores and minerals: the control
production, storage and distribution of minerals;

() the manner in which rewards may be given to
members of the Mines and Minerals Force or to
public for rendering commendable service;

(g9) and any matter ancillary or incidental to thatters set out ir
the foregoing clauses.

(3) The rules made under sub-section (2) shall lgest to previous
publication in the official gazette and shall uslesome later date i
appointed, come into force on the date of suchipatibn.

51. Any rule made under this Act, and any order enaxdder any such rule
shall have effect notwithstanding anything incotesis therewith containe:
in any enactment or in any instrument having effbgt virtue of an
enactment other than this Act.

52. All sums due under this Act may be recoverembating to the law ant
under the rules for the time being in force for theovery of arrears of lan
revenue.

53. Government may, by notified order, declare #mt mineral or any clas
or description thereof shall be exempt from alhoy of the provisions of th
rules made under this Act, or that such provisisinall apply thereto witt
such modification or subject to such conditionsresy be specified in th
order.

54. No suit, prosecution, or other legal proceeslisgall lie against an
person in respect of anything which is in goodhfalbne or intended to k
done under this Act.

55. (1) No Court shall have jurisdiction to entertany proceedings, grai
any injunction or make any order in relation toigpdte relating to mining
and exploration or stocking for the purpose of this, or anything done o
intended to be done under this Act.

(2) All suits, appeals and applications relatingrtining or exploration ani
dispute that any illegal mining or exploration dock whatsoever for thi
purpose of this Act, shall abate on coming int@éoof this Act.
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Provided that a party to such suit, appeal oriegibn may, within
thirty days of the coming into force of this Acilefan appeal before
Secretary of the Department, in case of a disphs& &ny mining or
exploration is not an illegal mining or exploratitrat any lease or license
respect of such mining area or exploration or staaknot been determinec

56. If any difficulty arises in giving effect to @hprovisions of this Act Removal of difficulty.
Government may, by order, remove such difficultygiming effect to the
provisions of this Act.

57. (1) The following enactments shall, on the aagriinto force of this Act, Repeal and Saving.
stand repealed to the extent of Province of Sindh:-

() The Regulation of Mines and Oil field and Miakl

Development (Government Control) Act, 1948 (XXIV1848);

(i) The Sindh Prohibition of Taking Minerals incling Reti
(Sand) and Bajri from any Land Act, 20@%d rules made
thereunder.

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal under suliisaql) —
(a) anything done, action taken, notification or ordeued
thereunder shall, so far as it is not inconsisteittt the
provisions of this Act be deemed to have been d
taken, made or issued, under this Act and shalkt
effect accordingly;

(b) any license or lease or permit granted or renewelt
any law for the time being in force and existi
immediately before the coming into force of thist/
shall be deemed to have been granted, renewed/ed
for the subsisting period in accordance with
provisions of this Act as if this Aawvasin force at the
time such license or lease or permit was gran
renewed or saved and shall be treated accordingly;

(c) any appeal pending immediately before the centement

of this Act, before the Appellate Authority constiéd under any

legal instrument, shall be considered in accordanith the
provisions of this Act by the Appellate Authoritynpowered
under this Act;

(d) any application for the grant, conversion, @ssient,
amendment, surrender, renewal or cancellation adnBe or
lease, as the case may be, pending before Licersititprity,
under the repealed Act or any legal instrumenthis behalf,
shall be considered by the Licensing Authority tt@dance
with the provisions of this Act or rules made theneler.

BY ORDER OF THE SPEAKER
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH

G.M.UMAR FAROOQ
SECRETARY
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH



