EXTRAORDINARY Registered No. M324

The Sindh Government Gazette

Published by Authority

KARACHI MONDAY JUNE 11, 2018 :

- PART-1V
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINCH:

NOTIFICATION
KARACHI, THE 11™ JUNE, 2018

NO.PAS/LEGIS-B-27/2018-The Sindh Empowerment of ‘Persons
with Disabilities’ Bill, 2018 having been passed by the Provincial
Assembly of Sindh on 24" May, 2018 and assented to by the Governior
of Sindh dn 07" June, 2018 is hereby published as an Act of the
Legislature of Sindh.

‘THE SINDH EMPOWERMENT OF
'‘PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES' ACT, 2018

SINDH hCT NO. XLVIII OF 2018

AN
ACT

An, Act to give effect to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of ‘Persons with
Disabilities" and for matters cgnnected therewith or incidental thereto. =

WHEREAS the United Nations General Asﬁem’hly adopted its Convention on the Rights of
‘Persons with Disabilities’ on the 13th day of December, 2006;

AND WHEREAS the afaresaid Convention lays down the following principles for efpowerment
of 'Persons with Disabilities’, — :

{a] respect for inherent dignity;,individual autonomy including the freedom to make
one's own cheices, and independence of persons; 2

(b}. naon-discrimination; :

{¢) full and effective participation and inclusion in socisty;

{d) respect for difference and acceptance of ‘Persons with Disabilities’ as part of
human diversity and humanity; :
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(8) equality of cpportunity;

(f}  accessibility;

{g) equality between men and women:

{th]  respect for the evolving capacities of chldren with disabilities and respect for the
. right of children with disabiiities ta preserve their identities;

AND WHEREAS Islamic Republic of Pakistan is a signatery to the said Convention;

AND WHEREAS Islamic Republic of Pakistan has ratified the said Convention on the 25th da\,r of
QOctober, 2011

AND WHEREAS the matter of “Persons with Disabilities’ is a Prownc:a! Subject under
Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan;

AND WHEREAS it is considered necessary to implement the Convention aforesaid.

Be it enacted by Provincial Assem !\,f of Province of Sindh, to promote and ensure full end
effective inclusion of ‘Persons with Disabilities’ in the community

WHEREAS it is expedient to put in place legal and institutional framework to protect the rights
of the ‘Persons with Disabilities” in.general and particularly in line with the UN Convention on
the Rights of "Persons with Disabifities’, as follows;

Part | - Preliminary

1. Short title & Commencement. (1) This Act may be called the Sindh Empowerment of
‘Persons with Disabilities’ Act, 2018 . . -

(2] 1t shall extend tosthe whole of the Province of Sindh

(3) It shall come into force at once.

2. Definitions, - In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context:

a) “Access or accessibility” means meaningful and effective access to various physical and

- intangible means made sustable to fulfill the special needs of the ‘Persons with
Disabilities’; .

Bl Authorlty" means Authority for the Empowerment of ‘Persons with Disabilities’
“Government of Sindh established under section 28 of Act;

c) “Barrier” means the physical, psychological, legal or attitudinal hurdles in the way to
access to infrastructure and services:

d) “Communication” includes languages, display of text, Braille, tactile communication,
large print, accessible multimedia as well as written, audio, plain-language, human-
reader and augmentative and alternative modes, means and formats of
communication, induding accessible information and communication technology;

e} “Constitution” means the Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan 1973;

f) “Council” means the Provincial Advisory Council on Rights of ‘Persons with Disabilities’

_ setup under section 26 of the Act;

g} “Court” means “Special Courts for the Persons with Disabilities’ established under
section 35 of the Act;

h) “Disabilities/Specified disabilities” means the disabilities specified in the schedule:

i) “Discrimination on the basis of disabilities” means any distinction, exclusion or
restriction on the basis of disabilities which has the purpose or effect of impairing or
nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal basis with others, of all
human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil
or any other field. It includes all forms of discrimination, including denial of reasonable.
accommadation;

j) “Effective Access to Justice system” means through the provision of procedural and
age-appropriate accommodations, in order to facilitate “Persons with Disabilities’ _
effective role as direct and indirect participants, including as witnesses, in all legal
proceedings, including at investigative and other preliminary stages:

k) “establishment” means both Government and private establishment;

I) “Freedom of movement” shall have the same meaning as expressed in the Article 15 of
the Constitution;

P
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m) “Fund” means 'Provincial Fund for Persons with D:sablhtles established under section
_ 30 of the Act;

n) “Government” means Govemment of Sindh;

o) ‘“inclusive education” means a system of education wherein students with and w&thout
disabilities learn together and the system of teaching and learning is suitably adapted
to meet the learning needs of different types of students with disabilities;

p) “information and communication technology” includes all services and innovations
relating to information and communication, including telecom services, web-based
'services, electronic and print services, digital and virtual services;

g) “institution” means an institution for the reception, care, protection, education,
training, rehabilitation and any other activities for ‘Persons with Disabilities’;

r} “Independent living” means environment to live with freedom, self-control, choice, and -

self-determination in everyday life;

s} “person with disabilities” means a person with long term physical, mental, intellectual
or sensory impairment which, in interaction with barriers, hinders his/her full and
effective participation in society equally with others;

t) “Mobility” means the possible independence for ‘Persons with Disahilities” with access
to quality mobility aids, devices, assistive technologies and forms of assmtance and
‘intermediaries, including by making them available at affordable cost;

u) “public building” means a Government or private building, used or accessed by the

public at large, including a building used for educational or vocational ‘purposes,

workplace, commercial activities, public utilities, religious, cultural, leisure or

recreational activities, medical or ‘health services, law enforcement agencies,

reformatories or judicial foras, railway stations or. platforms, roadways bus stands or
terminus, airports or waterways;
v} “public facilities and services” includes all forms of delivery of services ta the public at
 large, including housing, educational and vocational trainings, employment and career
advancemeént, shopping or _marketing, religious, cultural, leisure -or recreational,
medical, health and rehabilitation, banking, finance and insurance, communication,
- postal and information, access to justice, public utilities, transportation; ’
“reasonable accommodation” means necessary and appropriate modification where
needed in a particular case, to ensure that the ‘Persons with Disabilities’ enjoy or
. exercise on an equal basis with others of all human rights and fundamental freedoms
at home, workplace and in social life; Y
x) “rehabilitation” refers to a process aimed at enabling ‘Persons with Dlsab:htres to
attain and maintain optimal, physical, sensory, intellectual, psychological,
environmental or social function-levels;
y) “Special Employment Exchange” means the. employment exchange established under
Section 11(9) of the Act.

—
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‘Part Il — Rights of ‘Persons with Disabilities’

3. Equality and non-discrimination of ‘Persons with Disabilities’ - (1) The Government shall
ensure that every Person with Disabilities shall have a right to be respected for his/her
individual dignity and lead a decent life with equal opportunity to the provisicn of education,
skills training and rehabilitation services to participate in educational, social, economic,
cultural and all other activities in th{.‘ society without any discrimination.

(2) No person shall be deprived of his/her personal liberty only on the ground of disabilitiés.

(3) No persan or institution, whether pub!ic'or private, shall be allowed to discriminate against
‘Persons with Disabilities’ or violate their rights or restrict benefits in any manner.

(4) The Government shall take all necessary legal and administrative steps, including
appropriate changes in the existing laws, to ensure that ‘Persons with Disabilities” enjoy the


































































