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GOVERNMENT OF SIND
LAW DEPARTMENT
NOTIFICATION

Karachi, the 1fth July, 1982

Mo 5. Legis. 110082 ~The following Ordinance by  the Governor
of Sind is hereby published for general information: —

THE SIND IRRIGATION WATER USERS ASSOCIATIONS
ORDINANCE 1982

SvD ORDINANCE No. X op 1983
A
ORDINANCE

te provide for the formation and operation of irrigation water users
EEENOCTTION,

WHEREAS 1t is expedient to improve the productivity  of the irriga- Preambla.
led agricultural Land by better use of surface and groumd water through
irigation. water uscrs: associstions; A
NOW, THEREFORE, in pursuance of the Proclamation of the fifth
day of July 1977 and the Provisional ' Constitution  Order, 1981, the
Crovernor of Sind i pleased  to make and promulgate the following
Ordinance : —
1. {1} This Ordinance may be called the Sind Irrigation Water Users  Short title
Assaciations Ordinance, 1982, extent and
COImonte-
ment.
L (iv) Ext.—[—250 { 638 ) [Price: 1.380 Palea
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(23 Tt shall come into force at once

(3) It shall apply to such water course or waler courses in any areas
ihercinalter referred to as project area) as Government may, from time 1o
time, specify by notification.
Ordinacee 2. The provisions of this Ordinance and the rules framed thereunder
to evertide ghal] have effect notwithstanding anything contained in any other law or

otber WL 1y les for the time being in force; provided that for the purpose of any other
law relating to irrigation awter, an individual water user shall include associa-

Hom. o]

Definition 3, (1} In this Ordinance, unless therg is anything repugnant  in the
subject or conlext— -

{a) “association” means a4 waler course association. distributory
association or canal association;

it} “Board” means the Board of water course 4ss0ociation;

(e} “bye-laws™ means the byelaws of an association;

i) “canal association” means the canal association formed under
section 10k

fe) *Director” means the Dirgctor On Farm Waler Management
appointed or designated as such under this Ordinance amnd
incledes any officer authorized by him in this behalf:

(f) “distributory association” means a  distributory  association
formed under section 9;

ig) “general body™ means the total membership of an assosiation:
ih} “Government” means the Governmeng of Sind:

{ir “prescribed” means prescribed by rules or byedaws:

ij} “rules” means the rules made under this Ordinance;

k1 “water course ussociation” means an association of waler users
registered under section 4 and

(I} “water user” means a person who enjoys facility of irrigation
waler from a water course for the agriceltural land  owned
or ]:ICIEEE!'!'I'U- b}" him, ?I.H[L in CaSE ToTE than one persan jﬂiﬂ_ﬂ}"
own or posses the land, any one of them anthonzed by the
others to act on their behalf.

{2} The words and expressions used but not defined fn this Ordinance
shall respectively have the meanings assigned to them in the Sind Trrigation
Act, 1879 :
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4, {1} Where not less than fiftv-one percent of waler users on a wiler
course agree to form an association, they shall make such application 10
the Director.

{2) The Director shall, within sixty days of the receipt of the appli-
cation under sub-section (1), call a meeting of all the water users of the
wiler course and, if sixly-six percent thercof consent to the formation of
the association by a resolution in the meesting, all water users shall become
members of the association, nolwithstanding the wang of consent of  the
TCMAimng Water uscrs.

i3} The Director shall register the association in the name of the
water course by entering, in the register tor be maintained for this purpose,
the particulars such as the name of waler course, full details of the water
nsers forming the association under sub-section (1) or, in the case of resolu-
tion passed under subsection (I, the details of all consenting and non-
consenting water users, the area of agricultural land owned or possessed
by cach water user on the water course amd soch other parcticolars as, from
time 1o time, be called for by the Director,

{dy The hst of members of the association shall, in the prescribed
snunner, be revised annually and kept npto date.

{5) Where a member of the association has permanently transterred
the agriculinral land owned or possessed by him, the transferee shall, on
application made by him in this behalf to the Director through the associa-
tion, be regmistered as new member in place of the transferor,

6L there 18 any ab]é-.:tinu o the registering of any person as
member of the dssociation. appeal may be filed before the Collector whose

Adecision shall be ﬁna]{‘,‘_"} Lo ovice aoleledd see ﬁf‘?ﬁ =]

- A7) The Director shall issue p certificate of registration (o the
aggociation registered under this section and such certificate  shall be the
proot of the legal existence of the association,

& ALy The Board shall consist of not less than five members clected by
secret bullot from amongst the members of the association and not more
ithan three official members as may be appointed by Government,

(2) The non-official members of the Board shall be clected

EnTi for a
forms of ivwo vears:

Provided that one half or thereabout of non-official members elected
il the first elettion, whose names are drawn by lot, shall hold office for one
year, amd an equal number of the members shall be elected in their place :

Provided further that no non-official member of the Board  shall
serve for more than two consecutive terms on the Board:

: T VA 198U 5.0 -
I, ﬁwm asfels o é{v avd. AxxX VLB -

Waler COUCEE
asgaciaiions.

B pd
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(3} The Board Ehaii annually elect Chairman, Secretary and Trea-
surer from amongst its non-official members; provided that the same member
may be clected both as Secretary and Treasurer. '

(4} A matter shall be deémed to have been approved by the Board
i it is supported by not less than two-third number of the tofa]l membership
of the Board excluding the official members who shall mot  have right of
voling.

(3 Every member of the Board shall make ocath in the prescribed
form before he participates in the meeting of the Board as sech member.

(6] The Board shall be responsible to—

(@) carry out such duties as are entrusted fo it by the genetal
body;
(b) act as executive authority of the associatjon:

{ch supervise the construclion and maintenance of the water coursa
and other improvement works undertaken by the association;

(d} prepare plan for operation, maintenance, improvemeng and
rehabilitation of the water course;

(e} exercise emergency powers tO TEpair water course breakages;
(f) employ ditch tenders and comstruction perscnncl:
2} enter into contracts on beball of the association:

{h) serve as communication link betwesn Government apenicics and
members of the association individually and collectively:

(i) maintain financial and orsanization records of the ascociation.

6. (1) The Chairman of the Board shall call and preside over the
mceting - of the Board;

~ Provided that in his absence a non-official member'u# the Board
nominated by the Chairman shall preside over the meeting.

{2} The Sceretary of the Board of an association shall be [ESPOTIE

ble for recording minutes of the meetings of the Board and maintaining
record of the association. ]

: (3 The Treasurer of the Board shall collect assessments referred
toin sub-section (2 of section 14 and maintsin accounts of the association,

(4} All' contracts and other similar oblipations' of the assdciation
shall, on its behalf, be signed by the Chairman and the Secrefary”

E]
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o

(55 All withdrawals of money from the account of the association

shall be signed by the Chairman and the Treasurer.

Lo

it shall ba the responsibili

7. Subject to rules, the water course association shall have the power

{a) operate, maintain, improve and rehabilitate the water course;

{b) improve the water supply from surface orf sub-soil  water”

SOUICES;

{c) sanction upgrading and maintenance of farm ditches and field
outlets;

id) locats, own, operale and maintain tubewells lifts pumps;

(¢) adopt practices of improved onfarm water use and manage-
ment and agricultural in put practices;

ifi establish Schedules of water delivery and supervise water allo-
cation and distribution;

(g} ensure that each member gets his fair share of water at ap-
propriate time;

{h} locate, install and maintain drains for fields;

(1) remove obstructions in the water course during re-alignment.
operation and maintanance;

{j) employ labour for general or emergency repairs of the water
course or other allied purposes:

ik} determing and collect general and special assessment;

Il ensure that all members of the association contribute in the
prescribed manner their share of labour or money for improve-
meént, maintenance amnd operation of the waler course;

{m} entre into contracts for obtaining loans and arants and set-
ting a repayment schedule; and

(m} participate in programmes 10 improve water course,. land
levelling and agronomic practices, and lease, own, operate

and maintain equipment, structures and other material
associated with improvement efforts,

(1} Where any waler course in the project area has been improved,

ty of the association to maintain it in such manner

and in accordance with such guide lines as the Director may | ;
this behalf. may lay down in

Ext.l—. . 260
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{2y Where the Director is satisfied that the water course. has nol
Bésn maintained a3 mentioned in sub-séction (1), he may order the water
course to be repaired and maintained as aforesaid and. the expenditure in-
curred in this connection to be recovered from the association as arrcars of
fand revenue,

9. (1) Where more than half .of the water course associations within
the project area of a distributory agree 1o form a distributory association,
they shall make such application’to the Director and thereupon  all  pro-
visions relating to registration of a water course association shall, rataris
mrietardis, apply to registralion of the, dislributory association:

(2} The water course associations formed subSequent 1o the regis-
tration of the distributory association Within the project avea of the distri-
butory under sub-section (1), shall on formation thereof become the mem-
bers of the distributory association, ;

10, i1} Where more than half of the distributory .associations. within
the project arca of a canal, agrée to forin. g canal association, they shall
make such application to the Director and thereupon all provisions relating
o registration of water course association shall; muaris mutandis, apply to
répistration of the canal assocjation.

{2y The distributory associations formed subsequent 1o the repis-
tration of the canal association under sub=section (1) within' the project
area of the canal shall, on formation” thereof;: become  members of the
canal association.

1L (1) The Chairmen of the Boards of the water course associations
forming a- distributory association shall be the general body of the dis-
tributory association.

(1) The Chairmen of the distributory associations forming a canal
association, shall be the general body of the canal -association.

(3) The general body of a distributory association or, as ihe case
may be, a cana] association shall elect from iz members, a Chairman, &
Secretary and a Treasurer annually.

{db The Chairman of a distributory association . or, as the case
may be, of canal association shall be the chief executive of the association,
and:the office bearers of the distnbutory. association or canal — association
shall exercise such powers and perform such functions, as are entrusied to
them by the respective gencral body.

12. A distribulory associalion or, as the case may. be, a canal associa-
fion shall—
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(a) serve #as channel of commonication between ifs members and
any Government Depariment in matters relating to the dis-
tributory or the canal, as the case may be;

(bl represent s members in the cazas-before —any  Governinent
Depariment inmvolving issues or problems relaone to the  dis-
tributory. or the canal, as the caze may be;

(e} associate actively with the Irrigation Department for improve-
mient, mamtenance, or  operation - of the - disinbolories  or
camals, as the case may be;

() make recommendalions or requests to the Irrigation: Depart-
nient for distribution of watér into a minor~or. distributory
on a demand, or fixed delivery basis; :

{gh make recommendations or requests to the Irrigation  Depart-
ment for construction of bridges, reaulators, drop structures,
new minor channels, or other such works at the cost of the

association or cost shared by the association and — Govern-
ntent;

([} keep minutes of the meetings of the general body, maintain
account books, delermine and colléct from. member associa-
tions dues payable under this Ordinance and, in the case of
default, certify the amount in arrears. for recovery: "y the
Collector as arrears of Tand revenue. : X

13. {1} The convener named in  the appheation made under sub-
section {].} Im' secion 4 or, if no one has been so named, a member of
the assocuition appointed by the Director or authorized officer as convener
shall, w:r_hlr_r thirty: days of the receipt of the  certificite of Et=r'r51rati-:rn1
call & meeting of the genersl body of the association, and nh.:a n:nemi
b-l:l-dj.r};'r'lluf! adopt the bye-laws, if any, elect members to the Board of the
association, open & bank account and dispose any other business.

in a :Fea:rt:z} After its first meeting, the general body shall meet at least once

Provided -that a special meeting of the general body ihal] be called

al any time on requisition made by not less f .-
g e Gy i ess than {'III'IL.ﬁfﬂ'L of the mem-

(31 A matter shall be deemed to have been - approved by the

general body if it has been en ro i
S el et pported by not less than two-third members

beetings o
ihe zeneral
ody.
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(4} The general body of the association shall have power-—

{1} to clect members of the Boarnd;

(b} to appoint a Jury for deciding cases between the members of
the association;

ey make byve-laws;

{d} delegate powers to the Board, the Jury or office bearers of
the association;

fel make and approve policy of the association;
if) approve assessment, budget or any other financial fransaction;

(g) approve a pmgmnun‘e. of expansion amd impmvc.mu'm includ-
ing purchasing or otherwise obtaining equipment, pumps,
seeds, fertilizers, chemicals and such other material;

ihk to perform such duties and functions as are necessary for lhe
purposes of this Ordinance.

Aggocia- Eci.l i1} An association shal] be 5 body corporate, having a common
h“:;‘].;“" bt geal with power to acquire, hold and alienate property, both movable and
corparate,  immovable, and shall by its name sue and be swed.

(2 The fond of the association shall consist of—

{a) the membership fee collected from the members of the asso-
ciation at the prescribed rafes;

ib} contribution to be assessed at the prescribed rates, for water
supplicd from the source of the association:

ic) loans obtained for carrying out the: purposes of this Ordi-
Hance;

(d} the fines imposed on the members contravening the provisions
of this Ordinance and the rules and bye-laws;

{e) any other moneys that may accrue to the association under
thiz Ordinance, rtules or hye-laws,

Seitlediant 15. (1) A dispute between the members of the association arising under

of disputes. this Ordinance shall be referred to the general body for settlement and the
general body may settle it itself or appoing a Jury consisting of not more
than three members for settlement of the dispute or, in the case of a water
course association, require the Board to settle it: -

| ot
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: Provided thatwhere stich- disputs is/covered by anyaw relating. to
irngation for tie time being in force, the Boasdishiyllirefer: suchidispute 1o

Govlernmentoan the Irrigation Arepartment.

{2) The peneral Body or, as the case may be, the Jury or the Board
may. impose on the defauliing member & finewhich smay cextend ' to the
amount. equivalent (o the loss soflpred by the agprieved  member-or five
thousand rupeds wWhichever is greati: i

13 Whererthe ‘meneral. body has” provided -im'the  bycslaws' a™ <

schedule 'of hnes, in kecping with the damage caused, or benefit- obtained,
in'conttavention of this Oidinaace; sules ot bBye-liws: - the fings shall be
imposed 'if accordancs swith sthesSohedile:

) Where & dispute has arisen’ between the members of ‘the asso-
ciation ig respact of matlers to which any law relating to irrigation for the

chme being: in force applics, the assbciation shall refer”such-dispute jo the

Irpigation Beparimient of Government for setilemens

I6. Where any fine, fee or any other amount due. under this. Ordi-
DARCE is not recovered within the time fixed therelor or if no such  time

Aimie is fiped, within six moaths of the amount ~ becoming due for pay-

ment, ‘the a580CiEton: may-dssius-cotlaficide in this behalf and)the Colector
shafl, o rechipt of such certificate, Tecover (hp.siid amount as-arrears  of

Iand: rovente and mass it on to the atcaciation.
F

17. An association desiring to improve the distributory or the canal
or parlicipate in tac improvem :nt therect shall first move the camal officer

1o have his approval and sec¥e his services for supervision of the improve-
ment work. :

18, An sssociation may acquire any land for the purpose of location
or relocation of wgter course or installa’ion of tube-wells and ‘such pur-
posz shall b deetned - to be public purpose within the meaning  of  the
Eand Acquisition Act, 1804, ;

19. {1} The Dircctor may. on his own motion, or on the request . of
the Collector or.on the application of nat less than one-third members of
fil 2S80CIAloN, order an inguiry to be bield by jhim or by a person authe-
rizedd by the Director in this behalf, into the -affairs of the association, and
after such inguiry, the Director may make any order as hie deems BE

-{?1} A person agarieved by the order made under subsection {1
may. within thirty davs of the order, fi'c appeal before Government, and
the order made by Goverament in appeal shall be final and shall not be
called in-guestion in any court, . '

Ext. T--251
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i3} The-officer holding. an. . inguiry - under

. have pewers of '/ Civil Conrt—

Fower g

Mg Ti)es,

.‘I'F'_p;l'r-]'l'rl‘*i

ial o SHMmOon any person;
b} to- call for any record or '-.{n:r:ummu;

(ch to ifspect any premises.

sub-section (1) shall

20, Government -may make rules for carrying out the purposes of thu

‘Ordinance,

21, (1) An association may, with the approval of the Director, fake

bye-laws; provided that the first bve-laws shall be made

. -kt registration.

’ 121 The Ducciﬂr may prepare model hye-laws Tor thie: convenience
of the associations.

v AR ACHI: LIEUTENANT GENERAL S M ABBASI
Bated fthe Tth Tily, 1982, Governor of, Simd;

g r I W o B PR e e e e Y S il e St s PSS

SYED ATLY T‘uIADJ“&.D SEIAK

Secretary to the Government of Sind,

Law Department,

e
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