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PART-IV
PROVINGIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH

NOTIFICA‘TION
Karachi, the 22nd December, 2006

NO.PASILEGIS-B-16/2006-, The Sindh Freedom of Information Bill, 2006 have been passed by the
Provincial Assembly of Sindh on Wednesday, the 15 November, 2006 and assented to by the
Governor of Sindh on Monday, the 18% December, 2006, is hereby published as an Act of the
Legislature of Sindh. :

| THE SINDH FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, 2006.
SINDH ACT NO. XIV OF 2006

( First published after having received the assent of the Governor of Sindh in the Gazetle
of Sindh (Extra-Orc.niry) dated 22 December, 2006). -
AN
ACT

to provide for -tronsp:"ency and Freedom of Information.

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for vansparency and  Preamble
frecdom of information to ensure that the citizens of Province Sindn
have impioved accessto public records and for the purpose to make
* the Provincial Govemment more sccountable o its citizens, and for
matters connected therewith or incidentl thereto;
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It i, hedesy cnacted as foiiows:

Ghert Litle and 1. ) This, s - . suay becalied the Sindh Freedom of

~ sommencement Information . . 2008,

it shall come into loree at once.

- Definitions 2, Inthis Aot unless thereis any thing repugnant in
' . the subject or context - - . i
(x) “complainant” means-
(1) arequester; or -

* (i) any person acting for and on behaif of
requesicr;

M “complaint” mcans any allcgation in writing
made by a complainant-
e .
» (1) where he is a requester,” that access 1o
record has been wrongfully | denied 1o
him by a public body,;

(ii) where he is a requester, that access 1o
and or’ correction of Ius personal

inforrr_;alion has been wrongfully denicd
. to him.by a public bedy having ¢
: custody or control.of the record;

i e (1) whe;e he isa rqugs;.e; that the
. . information requestcd by him has been
: cnduly delayed by a public body; '

R “‘i%iﬁ“‘;‘@d official” means an offici’ of a
public body designated under sectica 10;

’;'.’ © “employeedt’ il; Irelnli-('_ih :olpulﬂnc body
means ‘@ pesion employed in g public body
wvhether permancntly or temporary 5 - :

(2) “‘Govemmcm"‘- .rneans the Govermnment of
Sindh; '

‘\'E} “*Ombudsman®™  means  the  Ombudsman

appointed under section 3 of the Establishinent
of Olhice for the Provinee of Sindh Act, 1961,

() “prescribed” means presc:igcd by ruies made
under this . .,

(), *“public body " means.
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(i) any department or auached depastment of
~ Govemment;
- (i) Suctelariat of Provincial Assembly

(iii) any office of any Board, Commission,
Council, or othey body established by, or
under, u Provincial Law ; and

> * (iv) courts and tribuncls; and

(i)  “record” means record in sny form, whether
printed or in writing and includes any map,
" diagram, photography, film, microlilm, which
is used tor official purpose by the public body
which holds the record .

3 (4)) Notmthsmndmg anything contained in any other law for Access to

the time being in force, and subject to the provisions of this information mot
¥ Lo g _ro requester shall be denicd access to any official to be denicd

rccord other than cxcmpucms as provld'-d in section 15.

) s Ler o .hallbc |nlﬂprc!cd 5045 -
(i) to advance the purposes uft!us 0 :;-;, and

(ii) to facilitate and :nqouraﬂe:. prompl.ly and at the .
lowest . reasonable «.::; the disclosure of
information. .
4. _Subjcc.l to provisions of this _.-;_; :,‘ »and the rules, sach h‘!ai'lllénnqcc il
public b?dy shali cln_surc that all records are properly maintained. adéxing oF

. ) _ records
5. ":‘r.e asts and *-nbomlmmc legislation sm:h as rul's and
rezulations, natifications, by-laws, matwals, orders haviny the availability of
Iforce of law in the Sindh provirce shell 'be duly published and . records
made available at a reasonable price ‘at an adequate number of :

outlcls so thdt access thereof is eas'cr. less tims-consummg end - :
]ess txpcnswc. .

Publication and

\ :

G. Lm.h puhh\ body Jmil endeavour within : t.a‘.umb fe tine and i, e
- Coniputerization,
subju;t to availability of resources that all records covered | oy thie v of tecards
“provisions of this arc comy 1ulcrm.d and conpected :
dhrough a‘network afl over the country or. different systems so that
authorised access to such récords is faci'itated.

. 7. Subjectio the provisions of section 8, te following reeord of Declaratt
all public bodies are hereby declared 10 be the public rucord, RGN W

public record
namely- _ . ] ;
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Excliisionr ot
certain record

Duty to assist
requesters

Dﬁslgnatlou of
olficial

Il"uuclil;ns o‘f'
designated
officinl.

9.

employee 1o whom requests under this 2T
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a. policies and guidelines;
b. ‘transactions mvolving acquis.itioq anﬂ FRACARY
of property and expendilure vitie: cken by a
public body in the performans . obits dutics;

¢, information e

sading praant. of Buences,
allotments (e

. wier benefits and privileges
and jnuscts end agreéments made by a
nll g body;

final orders and decisions, including tecisi:
relating to metnbers of public; and

~any other record which may be notified by
Governmeit s public recard for the purposes
of thig

8. - Nothing cém:_nincd in s=ction 7 shall apply to the following
record of all public bodies, namcly-

(a)  notingon the files;

(b)  minutes of meetings;

(c) any intermediary opinion or rcconn:1:..mlnl|0|1
(d)  rvecord of the banking companies und financial istitutions
. rclal.ng to the wccounts of their customers;

() record relating to defence forces, deferge instullations or
connscted therewith or ancillary. to defence and nuticnal
seculity;

(f). record dcclarcd as classified by Gov::rnm»..m

(g)

record relating to the personal privacy of any individual;
. ()

recoid: of private documents furaished 16 a public body

either on an express or implied condition that information

a thizd person; and

- any other record which Govemment may, in puhh”
interest, exclude fromn the purview of this

to assist any requester under-this

10, 1) A public body shall dcmgnah. anc noufy an officer or

. are tg be made.
These officials will be designated o cnsure easy public access o
mfprmauon

(2)  In case no such official hes been designated or in the
event of the absence or non-availability of the designated official, the
verson incharge of the public body shall bé the desxgna‘.pd nfﬁgm\

11. Sub]ect to the provisions ut' this K2 T .. and the muies
made there under and the instructions if any, of Government, the
designated official shall provide the information contained in any

public record oz, as the case may be a copy a!‘ any such record.

contained in any such ducuments shall not be dssuio;c&- o

‘A public body shall take necessary sieps as may be prescribied -
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.shall not be rcquarcd to d:sclose exempt information.
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-

(1) Sub ect 1o sub—xacnon (2), any etthcn of Paklsl-m nay

Ve

Nothmg contau;t:d in t;ub»sccllon (1 chall 1])'}ly 10

@

such public record as has becn publtshcd in lhc afficial ancllc or in
the form of a bqok offctcd for sale.

12 (1" Sub]ccl ta sub section (?}, on receiving an application

.under scclion 12, the dcs:gnatcd official shall, within twentv-onc
days ¢f the receipt of request, supply to the applicant the required
wmiormation or, as the case may be, a copy of ‘any public record.

- information or, as the case may be, a copy of any publis regoid

(2)
o ()

In case the designated ofﬁcial is of the opinion thut -

‘the application is not in the form as has been
pmcnbed :

"k app]:-aan! has nnt furnished necessary. p-
. or has’ not 'd_-suc}\ fec as has bcenpresmbcd

ROF

i mformmon,

-~ the rcqmred mfonnauon or, as the casg. may be/the

¢ requucd record does not consuwls g p_ubhc (eccrd
s d e _undcrmhca?

tse required information or, os the ¢ase may be, the
sequired record constitutes i record which is excluded
under section 8,

he.slmll record his desision in writing ¢nd the applicant shall Le

informed abaut such decision within tweznty -one days of the recuipt
of the appim*tmn
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snake en app‘wahon 16 the designated official in the.foroy as may be  Ap phcstiom for

sréscribed and: shall with his application, fa:r(i%n‘ necessary  obtalning
nart:cularstpay such fee and at such tinie as may be preseribed.

intormatien. ete..

Procedure for
disprzal of: -

. applitations.

=.he applr&;qst 13 ‘not cnmled to :cce.va sur.l-.

< (3) Tbe mform-mon from, or the copy of, any public r-,oatd

supphqd 1o the applicant under sub-section (1), shail comain
ccﬂ:ﬁ;alc at the {oot mcrcof that the information is correct or, us the
‘case-may be, the copy-is a true copy.of such public record, and such
enatdeste shalt be doted and slgncd by the de;xg.natcd officisl.

Aok .,.n publlc body

? ; . , Excmpt
Subjccl 0 lhc provisions of l!ns informatics,. Dy

deSClQSuI"h Lo
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ih__{ctl!il_‘_ip“ﬂl LS
relations.”

« Disclosure

harmful to law

caforcement,

Privacy and
personal
information,

LEconomic and
commercial
affairs.

THE SINDH GOVT. GAZETTE EXT. DECEMBER 27, 2006

PART-IV

o T e Ty el - ekempt il ts disclosure. would be
15, (1) Information may be-exempt if its disclosury. wor
 likely to cause grave-and 'significant damage 10 the interests of

Pakistan in the conduct of‘inl:f_ﬁéﬁona_.l"_telatli:}m' ' oo

St In lhis-s_éqlion.-‘-"i.i:l_tc.rnatipml rplations“_méaﬁs relations
between Pakistanand . b0 |
. () .lhe 'ﬁoifh;'nnueﬁlt-o‘f'd'ny o!hér'for;ign State: or .
) -an organization of which oniy Smlgs are mcr}\bc‘_rs.
" It wai bt if s disclosure s likely 1o
@ ¢ resultin lhc-i;:br{mﬂss'ionfnf an offence;
el 1 1 harmthc Idcgcqﬁon'. prevention, investigation, of
- inquiry in 4 particulir casc; . :

s identity ‘of = _confidential source - of

sepe fromm 132 eustodys ang

gg;'ity.},,;-gpy@;o@y.ox system, Tncluding
8 - vehidle;- a - computer systein “.or a

(%

17.  Information is exempt if its disclosure under thiss crainls
would involve the invasion of the privacy of an identifiable
individual (including a deceased individual) other than the requesier,

"1B.  Information is exempt if and so long as its disclosure-

(a) * would be likely 10 cause grave and significant damage
: to the economy as a result of the prematyre disclosure -
of the proposed introduction, abolition of variation 0.
 any tax, duly, interest rate, exchange rate or any other
instrument of economic management;
(&) would be likely (o couse significant damage o the |

financial interests of the public bady by giving an
unreasonable advantage to uny person in relation lo a
 contract which that person is secking to enter into
with the public body for the acquisition or disposal of
property orthe supply of goods or services, or..

(¢) by revealing :
- body, would be likely to cause significan: dzmiegs 1o
| -"*‘J*‘“'“"'°"‘ff"-=-“?=f“'=.i"ﬂ-'.!°ﬁvm$zf=fthe-wewr.

information "_lo a .cdrpﬁg‘ii_ior of the.publi@. :
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13. :

{i) 1f the apphcant is not provided the infer rmation or cop) o Rccoune to the
s=2ord dceiarcd public record under section 7 within -the Ombudsnmn d
sréscrioen. .:mc or' the designated official refuses to gize"such = - ..
mformaum. or, as the casc may be, copy of such record,”on the
ground that the: ‘applicant is not entitled to n:..cwq such information
or copy of such record, the appllcan' may. within thirty days of the
 last date of the prescribed time for giving s.:ch. information ar, ~agihe
cast may be, cf such record, ar the communication of the order oF the
designated ofticial declining to give such mformatwn or copy ‘of
. such record, file a complaint with the head of the publ@ody and on
l':ulmg o get the requested ml'ommuon from him within the
prescribed ume may filc a complaint wllh ihe Omhudsmzm.

{2) The Omhudsmn may, aﬁu hudng thc app.-canl ;nd
the designated- official, direct the designaicd official. to give the
information or, as'the case may be, lhc ropy ol’ the record or may

I rqccnhq.compla.mt o 2, !_ e

1 T =

| s e

| 0. Where a. complaint mmutcd is teunﬁ 10 bg mahc:ous. £ m‘"ﬂ‘iﬂf“
‘frivolous or vexatious, thie complaint may be dismissed by the | [rivol

- Ombudsmas, shd: Y be isipose -onzhtcomplumwptom_ ;

' _-mmmtnuaémg.m-ﬁmsand; mpccs. : . E Yo

21,

Any person who destroys a recerd which at the lime it was

destroyed was the. subject of a request, or of a complaint with the
intention of preventing its disciosure uader this | commits
an offence punishable with 1mprisonment for a term not exceeding
two years, or with fine, ot with both.

32, - No suil, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie
,:un..t any person for an ything which is dan. wn good faizh or

intended to be done in pursuance of this .o & -or any rules made
Lhcro under. STl 5

[ndemnity.

23,  The provisions of this ;a2 T shall be in addition te, and
-not in-derogation of, anything contained in any other law for the time
being in fof&;e -

dbe v e w v

. Qcrogafe other
i nc s laws.,
e v"‘; . 1 lnjr élfw, 1w 1}" mg -vifect 1o the ,,ra\rmons of S :
@i Lot |, Couwsszs :. ., by ocder.in the official Gazette, . Tasyerio pentove
. wake Suck’ p'wism-w.s not iazopsistent with the provisicns of this 2

e, |
Lo

525, .--88 appearto. it to ba ne-cessary or exp'.ment for removing A
the dlff';cuity ks i

2
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. Power to n"lakn: e
rulcs._.

(l) Gev-nunmt may. by nouﬁchmp in the official Gazette,
'g;e.s for carrywv out 1h¢ ,,.npesﬁ of this doty

4 (2) .r; pa. @1’4!‘ .md withiout p:eju.dma to'ths genuah:y of
y Ih. forcgeh.g pawa:s, such- mlc.s':my _provlde for:-

: I.(aj the fus payabic: for: Obmmng mfon‘. “ten fiom, and
uopu...of the p ,..xb‘w reco:ﬂ
- (b) - the'fonn of application for obummg mfonnau@n from,
iash and cop;w of, the pubL.c record; a.nd
ROk

the fpm* in which mfcrmanon from,pnbl:c rocord shall bc
furmshad i

.BY ORDER OF THE SPEAKER
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SiNDH

HADI BUX:BURIRO
SECRETARY
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH

/ ¢
— e — L
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