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SIND ACT Ne. XXI OF_rp3o.!
[THE SIND DETI LETI ACT, 1939. ]

[z3¢h Jaly, 1939]
An Act fo prohidit pavments made or agreed to be wmade as
a part of the contract of belrothal or marrtage and to
vestrict Deli Lelt in heSrovesee—ot Sind.
WuEREAS it is expedient to prohibit payments made or
agreed to be made as a part of the contract of betrathal or marriage
and to restrict Dets Leli in the—RProwinee—of Sind ; It is hereby

cenacted as follows —

Short Hitle, 1. (1) This Act may be called the Sind Deti Let1 Act, 193q.
e (2) It shall come into force on such date? as the Provincial
' Government may, by notification in the Offitéal Gazetfe, appoint.
- - . M
3[(3) The provisions of this Act shall not apply to [W}uhu-ﬂiﬂvﬂi
5], Parsis, Christians and Jews.]
Definitions, z. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the sub-

ject or context—
(1) “girl” means a female of any age ;

(2) " marriage” means a marriage ofi persons to whom or to
one of whom this Act applies ;

(3) "payment” means a payment by or to a person hetrothed
or married or by or to a parent or any other relation or
guardian of such person mmade or agreed to be made in
connection with, or in conzsequence of, the betrothal or
marriage and includes the giving of a gift or present
in kind on any festival or auspicious day or on account
of 4[the] birth of a child or any ceremony in the
families of the parenis or relations of 4[the] bride or
bridegroom ; and 4

5[(3-A) “tribunal ™ means the tribunal constituted under
section 12.]

(4) “‘prescribed " means prescribed by rules made under this
ct.

1 For Statement of Objects and Reazong, see 3. G. G, Tp3g, Pt IV, p. 581 and for procesd-

iﬂg&ﬁiﬂ Asgembly, s22 5, L. A, Dehates, rg3g, Vol, I2X—Bask Neo, 6, pp. pe-55, Heck Ne, 7,
. 9g-78.

R 2 amsa into force w. 6. § rat November, 1939, w#ide G. N., &. D., No. 353-G. E,fj;;:[ll},
dated the 19th October, 1939, ses 5. G.G., 1030, PL L p. 2145, :

3 Subs. by Sind I of 1940, 8. 2, for the original sul-sections {3) and {4),

4 Ina, ibdd, a, 5.

5 CL (3A) ins, by Sind 13 of 7944, 8. 24

w tubs by Soad owel RLIX rl;_ T




1030 : Sind XXI] ﬁ' Deli Lett. 6o

I[3. No person shall accept or agree to accept any payment Giving of

as a part of the contract of any betrothal or marriage.] Do
prohibited,

A[ *[(z) Without prejudice to the provisions of section 3, where Ny other
a girl is betrothed or married, no person shall, at the time of or g;!g:f:f;t;g

after such betrothal or marriage, 3* * * accept any pay- recsived i

ment in excess of such limits as may be specified in a list (herein= sxcsas of
limits sprei-

after called the list) made under this Act and applying to the gedinlise
family of such girl.]

(2z) The provisions of this Act shall also be deemed to apply to
all cases in which—
(@) the betrothdl takes place before (he commencement of
this Act but the marriage is not solemnised until
after such commencement ;

(#) the marriage has been solemnised before the commence-
ment of this Act.

(3) Nothing herein contained shall affect any payment made
before the commencement of this Act and in  computing the
aggregate value ol the payments authorised to be made under this

section all such payments shall be excluded.

5. The list shall contain particulars of the nature and number Centents of
of +[the] maximum paymeats authorised thercunder and of the'™*
occasions on which and the persons to or by whom such payments

shall be made ;

5[Provided that the aggregate value of such payments shall
not exceed—
(i) where the list is made by a Panchayat—

(2) as vespects payments made from the date of
betrothal until the expiry of two years from the date of
marriage, Rs. 500 ;

(L) as respects payments made during the next three
vears, Rs. 50 per wyear ; and

1 Subs. by Sind 13 of ¢34, 5. 3. for the ariginal section 3,

2 Subs, by Sind r of o940, 8. 4, for the original sub-section (1).
3 The words ""zive or” cmitled by Sind 13 of 1044, 3. 4.

4 I[ig by Sind £ of g4, 3. s(i}h

5 Bubs sbad, 5. 502), for the orviginal proviso,

L 2v) 655-C—5-4A
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(a) as respects payments made thereafter, Rs. 23
per vear ;

(i7) where the list 1s made by the Provincial Government—

(2) as respects payments made from the date of
betrothal until the expiry of two years from the date of
marriage, Rs. 200 ;

(b) as respects payments made during the next three
vears, Rs. 20 per year ; and

{c) as respects payments made thercafter, Rs. 1o per
year.]

tpf 1:::: Mot 6. A panchayat shall make the list in the prescribed manner
and canse it and witliin the prescribed period and shall cause it to be registerad
Eg?furm_ in the prescribed manner. [The list shall be binding upon every
member of the Panchayat so long as he continues to be such
member and upon every member of his family dependent on

him.]

E xplanation.—Tor the purposes of this Act, “Panchayat” means
any combination or bedy of persons consisting of not less than fift
adult male members 2¥ % * ® s & % & & K K

T v, Lhe Provincial Government shall make and publish the

whelm Ilift list in the prescribed manner and such list shall apply to—
mace by
Provincid

o tant (7) persons who are members of a panchayat if such pan-
applies, chayat has omitted to make the list or canse the list
to be registered in the manner and within the time
prescribed by or under the Act;
(b) persons who are not members of a panchayat.
Puristment 8. Whoever contravenes the provisions of section 3 or section
frp

for wening 4 shall, on conviction, be punishable with simple imprisonment
Srovisions of which may extend to ome wmonth or with fine which may extend to
sections 3 onoe thousand rupees or the value of any payment made in contra-
and 4, vention of section 3 or section 4 (as the case may be), whichever is

greater, or with both:

Provided that no woman shall be sentenced to imprisonment,

1 Suhs. by the Sind 1 of 1940, = 61}, for ”Thc_list ehall be binding upon all persons who
are memboers of the panchayat o long 4z they continue 0 be such members..”

a Tha words "'and registered in the preseribed mannee' omitted fhid, 5. 6iz).

S ——
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9. Nothing contained in this Act shall affect any night or in- saving a1

terest obtained or acquired by inheritance or by virtue of any will Jitl br
or testamentary disposition. : or testamens
tary dis=
. A . i 4 pozitions,
10. Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the Certain gints

time being in force any gift or ssttlement, which is not a payment, gud sttie

made in favour of a girl *[less than two years before her betrothal woia.
or after the date of her betrothal and before the expiry of two years)
from the date of her marriage shall be void,

*[1z. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Cognizance

Criminal Procedure, 1868 (V of 18¢8)— T
! dura
(@) no court other than that of a District Magistrate shall
take cognisance of any offence under this Act ;
(8) no cognisance shall be taken of any offence under this
Act except upon a complaint of facts which constitute such
offence ;
(¢) every offence under this Act shall be inquired into and
dealt with in the manner laid down in sections Iz to zo.

12. (z) If in the opmion of the District Magistrate taking Reference of
cognisance of an offence under this Act there is sulficient ground [Xhriaott
for proceeding with the complaint, he shall refer it for inquiry to
a tribunal consisting of seven persons who shall he Hindus and of
whom one shall be a servant of the Crown exercising powers of a
First Class Magistrate. Such servant of the Crown shall be the

Chairman of the tribunal.

(2) The District Magistrate shall issue a swnmens for the attend-
ance of the accused before the tribunal.

13. When the accused appears or is brought before the tribunal, Substance o
the particulars of the offence with which he is accused shall be gZGanes
stated to him, and he shall be asked if he has any cause to show why
he should not be convicted.

14. If the accused admits that he has committed the offence of Fioding of
which he is accused, his admission shall be recorded as nearly as ESL%?:E of
possible in the words used by him, and if he shows ne sufficient cause the truth of
why he should not be convicted, the {ribunal may record a finding ™

that he i1s guilty of the offence.

1 Subs by Sind 13 of 1944, 8 5, for “within six months of her betrothal or before the oxpiry

of two yesrs™,
3 Segtiomgexz to 21 suba, sbid, 8, §, for the originsl sectiong 51 19 14.
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Procedure 15. Ifthe tribunal does not record such finding or if the accysed
;‘L:cﬁ:‘;:ﬁms does not 11'_a,lcca such adissiem, the tribunal shall proceed to hear
sion Is made, the complainant and take all such evidence as may be produced

in support of the prosecution, and also hear the accused and take

all such ewidence as he produces in his defence.

Submission 16. On comnpletion of the inguiry, the tribunal shall record
plandeg g finding, with their reasons therefor, whether the aceused is puilty

District or not guilty and submit to the District Magistrate such finding

Magistrate.  with their'reasons therefor or the finding recorded under section 14,
as the case may be, and the record of the inguiry. “Where the finding
is that the accused is guilty, the tribunal shall reco nmend to the
District Magistrate the sentence which in  its opimion should he
passed upon the accused. B

Dristrict 17. On receipt of the finding recorded by the tribunal, the

Magistrate's District Magistrate may—

pracedura on

aneipt oft

fnding. {a) remand the case to the tribunal for further inquiry, or
() refer the case to a second tribunal, or
(¢) pass an order convicting or acquitting the accused,

as the case may be, in accordance with such finding :
Provided that the District Magistrate shall not give effect
to a finding if he 1s clearly of opinion that such finding is perverse.
Ptk e 18. The tribunal shall have power to administer oaths, to

tribumal enforce the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents
or ma,te]:ial m_}b]ects ane shall ]11'-1.‘.{8 all such powers, for the purposes
of any inquiry conducted by it, as may be prescribed.

Exemption 19. When ’;he accused is a woman and she applies to the
ff women  District Magistrate that she may appear by an agent, the District
POTH

persanial  Magistrate shall dispense with her personal attendance and permit
attendance.  her to appear in the proceedings by such agent.

Appearance zo. No legal practitioner shall appear in any proceeding before
rwchticusrs & tribunal,

barrcd. o

s zx. The provisions of the Code of Ctiminal Procedure, 18g8

of the Code (V' of 1898}, and of any other law for the time being in force, in so far

of Criminagl

M otedurs @5 they may be applicable and in so far as they are not inconsistent
toapply  with the provisions of this Act, shall apply to all matters connected
not ient, With, arising from or consequent upon an inquiry held or an order of

acquittal or conviction passed, under this Act.]
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'[22.] The Provincial Government may exempt any panchayat, Proviscial
the members of which according to the custom of their community may sxcmpt
give their girls in marriage to persons having their dornicile outside ﬂfftm" Al
the Pravince of Sind, from the operation of all or any of the pro- ﬁ;:f:ﬁocfi?

visions of this Act. this Ast.

1123.] (1) The Provincial Government may make rules for Pem i
the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this Act. e

(2) In particular and withoui prejudice {o the generality of the
foregoing power, such rules may piovide for—

(¢) the manner in which and the time within which a pancha-
- vat shall make the list under section 6;

{#) the manner in which 3[,] the person by whom 3[,Jand the
conditions on which a panchayat shall be registered ;

(¢) the making of the list under section 7 and the manner in
which it shall be published ; and

4[(ca) the constitution and powers of the tribunal;

(ch) the payment of subsistence and travelling allowances
to members of the tribunal ;

{cc) the payment of subsistence and travelling allowances to
witnesses summoned te appear before the tribunal;]

(d) any other matter which may be prescribed.

(3} Rules macde under this Act shall be published in the O flicial
Gazette and shall be subject to the condition of previous publication,

(4) Rules made under this Act shall be laid on the table of the
Sind Legislative Assembly during the session of the said Assembly
next following and shall De liable to be modified or rescinded by a
resolution of the said Assembly and such rules shall, after having
been notified in the Qficial Gazetle, be deemed to have been modified
or rescinded accordingly.

? The original sections 15 and 26 reauiobored ad s2cliond 34 and a3 ssapsctively by Sind
13 of 1944, 3. 7.
2 For Rules, gee 5. L. K. and O
The comma ing, by Sind ¢ of 1440, 9. 7.

4 Cla. (sa), (eb) and (¢¢] ing, by Sind 13 of 1544, 8. 3.
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