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PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH
NOTIFICATION
KARACHI, THE 03" OCTOBER, 2022

NO.PAS/LEGIS-B-39/2021-The Sindh Healthcare Service Providers and
Facilities (Prevention of Violence and Damage to Property) Bill, 2021
having been passed by the Provincial Assembly of Sindh on 05" August,
2022 and assented to by the Governor of Sindh on 26" September, 2022 is
hereby published as an Act of the Legislature of Sindh.

THE SINDH HEALTHCARE SERVICE PROVIDERS AND FACILITIES
(PREVENTION OF VIOLENCE AND DAMAGE TO PROPERTY) ACT, 2021.

SINDH ACT NO. XVIII OF 2022

AN
ACT

to provide protection to and prohibit violence against
healthcare service providers and to prevent damage or loss
to property in healthcare service facilities or to those
mandated for the provision of healthcare services and for
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto;

WHEREAS, it is expedient to provide protection to Preamble.
and prohibit violence against healthcare service providers
and to prevent damage or loss to property in healthcare
service facilities or to those mandated for the provision of
healthcare services and to provide for matters connected ]
therewith or incidental thereto; 1
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Itis hereby enacted as follows:

1. (1) This Act may be called the Sindh Mealthcare Service Short title,
Providers a2nd Ffacilities (Prevention of Vioience and 2:::;‘::::““‘
Damage to Property) Act, 2021, -

(2) 1t shall extend to the whoie Province of Sindh.

(3) 1t shall come into force at once,

2. (1) In this Act, uniess there is anything repugnant in the Definitions.
subject or context-

(8) "Arms” means and includes arms, ammunit-ions'
and firecarms of all types as defined in the Sindh
Armns Act, 2012 (Sindh Act No.V of 2013);

{b) "Code” means the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1898 (Act V of 1898);

(c) “concerned authority” means an authority, which
is recoynized and authorized by eny law for the
time being in force for registration of healthcare
service providers and licensing of heaithcare-
facilities by the Government; '

(d) "damage” includes wrongful loss or harm or
destruction to property, both moveable and
immovable, whether in whole or in part, with or
without taking possession of the property so as
to render it inadequate for its designated purpose
or wholly or partially incapable of performing its
function or diminishes its value or utility;

(e) "emergency” means an unforeseen combination
of circumstances or the resuiting state that calls
for immedizte medicai action or an urgent need
for medicai assistance or relief;

() “"Government” means the Government of Sindh;

(9} "healthcare” means primary, secondary, tertiary
care which includes the pPrevention, diagnosis,
treatment, rehabilitation, cosimetology,
instituticnalised and non-institutionalised or
control of discases, injuries or disabilities, as well
as measures ensuring the heaith of methers,
infants and young children; governmental, semi-
qovernmental or nen-governmental. The term
also  encompasses activities that ensure, or
provide suppoit or access for persons in need of
healthcare including but not fimited to medical,
chinical and surgicai services; extending to para-
medical services and ancillary medical facilities;
that is, activities such as rescuing, coilecting,
treatine or transporting persons in need of

heaithceie, or the administration of healthcare
service facilities;
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{h) "hea'thcare service facilities” includes a hospital,

()

®»

teaching hospital, diagnostic centre, bicod bank,
madical clinic, nursing home, maternity homa,
dental clinic, homeopathy clinic, TibZ clinic,
acupuncture centre, physiotherapy clinie,
rehabilitation facility, medical camp, Iaboratories,
emergency unit, mobile unit and/cr first-aid post,
or any other premises or conveyance that is
wholly or partially used for providing healthcare
services in public and private sectors; duly

registered and recognized by the concerned
authority;

“healthcare service providers” in relation to a
healthcare service facility, shall include, but not
be limited to, the following health professionals
and/or individuals working in that heaithcare

service facility or providing healthcare services in
the field -

(i) registered Medical and Dental Practitioners

including those having provisional
registration;

(it) registered Nurses;

{iii) Paramedics;

(iv) Pharmacists;

(v) Lady Health Workers;

(vi}) Polio Workers;

(vii) Volunteers;

{viii)Counseliors;

(ix) ambulance Drivars;

{x) Medico-legal officers;

(xi) Physiotherapists;

fxii) Vaccinators;

(xiii ) Dieticians;

(xiv) Community mid-wives;

{xv) Technicians;

(xvi}Non-clinical staff including statf performing
administrative functions.

Explanation.- The abeve term shall include
contractual, non- contractual, permanent,

temporary, ad-hoc, probationary and daily wages
employ nent.

"medical supplies” includes any ecuipment
material and supplies; instalied, portable and/or
in continuous rotation, necessary for the
provision of medical care and functioning of the
healthcare services whether within or beyvond the
healthcare service facility, including but not
limited to the following purposes:-
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(i) monitering;
(ii) sterilisation;
(i) respiration;
(iv) interventional;
(v) chemiical;

(vi) waste disposal;
(vii)medicine; and
{viii) dressing.

(k) “medical transport”  includes ambulances,
medical aircraft, waste disposal vehicies .or any
means of conveying the wounded and sick,
healthcare service providers or medical supplies,
including wvehicles temporarily but exclusively
assigned for the provision of healthcare services;

(1) "ebstruction” means any act by a person, vehicle
or otherwise that would hamper, hinder, delay or

impede the provision of healthcare services
forcefully or otherwise;

(m) “property” means any property or asset,
movable or immovable, including but not limited
to medical supply or medical transport owned by,
in possession of or under the control of any
healthcare service facility or healthcare service

provider in relation to the performance of
healthcare services;

(n) “mental anguish” means mental trauma, mental
distress, severe misery or mental suffering which
may be compensated in a personal injury case

and may reasonably be expected to resuit from
the commission or omission of any act;

(0) “rules” means rules made under this Act;
(p) “Schedule” means Schedule appended to this Act;

(q) “violence” means the use of verbal or physical
force, threatened, actual or intended against
oneself, or another person, or against a group or
community or against medical transport, property
or healthcare service facility which resuits or
which in the ordinary course of nature is likely to
result in death, hurt or merntal anguish to the
healthcare service providers or beneficiary of
healthcare services or damage to property or in
the forceful obstruction of healthcare services;

(r) "volunteer” is any person who has been
appointed; temporarily or Permanently, with his
consent, whether paid or unpaid to act in
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(2) All other terms and expressions used but not
defined in this Act, shall have the meanings as are

assigned to them in the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860, or in
the General Clauses Act, 1897.

a3 Any act of violence, including but limited to offences
provided in the Schedule, against any person within a
healthcare service facility or against a healthcare service
provider at any location, where their duties are continuing
or are discharged in connection with or incidental to their
activities in the healthcare service facilities, is prohibited
under the provisions of this Act.

4. (1) Any act in contravention of section 3, which causes
death, hurt or damage to property or which in the ordinary
course of nature is likely to cause death, hurt or damage to

private property shall be punishable as provided in the
Pakistan Penal Code, 1860.

(2) Any act in contravention of section 3, which causes
or in the ordinary course of nature is hkely to cause mental
anguish shall be punishable with imprisonment of either
description for a term which may extend to six months or
fine not less than fifty thousand rupees or with both:

Provided that in case of grievous hurt or severe
mental anguish to a healthcare service provider, in
addition to the punishment specified in sub-section (1) or
(2), the perpetrator shall be liable to compensate for the

cost of treatment and damages incidental thereto from
such hurt or mental anguish.

(3) Any act in contravention of section 3, which causes
obstruction of heaithcare services shall be punishable with
imprisonment of either description which may extend to a

term of three years or with fine of not less than fifty
thousand rupees or with both.

(4) Any act in contravention of section 3, which in the
ordinary course of nature is likely to cause obstruction of
healthcare services shall be punishable with imprisonment
of either description which may extend to a term of one

year or with fine not less than Fifty Thousand Rupees or
with both.

5. Any act or omission, including but not limited to the
offences provided in Schedule of this Act, intended to
cause damage, destruction or loss to property owned by or
under the care or control of healthcare service providers or
healthcare facilities in connection with or incidental to

their activities in healthcare service facilities, is hereby
prohibited.

6. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law

for the time being in force, any act in contravention of
section 5 -

Prohibition of
violence.

Penality and
other
consequences
for violation of
section 3.

Prohibition of
damage to
property.

Penalty and
other
conseguences
for violation of
section 5.
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(i)

(i)

(1ii)

which causes wrongful damage or loss to®

property having value less than ene hundred
thousand rupees owned by or under the care
and/or control of healthcare services providers
or facilities shall be punishable with
imprisonment of either description which may
extend to one month or with fine not less than
Fifty Thousand Rupees or with both;

which causes irreparable wrongful damage or

foss to property having value equivalent to or
exceeding one hundred thousand rupees, owned
by or under the care or control of heaithcare
service providers or facilities, in addition to the
imprisonment provided for the act or omission in
the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 shall be
vunishable with imprisonment of either
description which may extend to three years or
with fine amounting to the market value of the
property damaged or loss at the time of the
commission of the offence or with both;

which causes repairable wrongful damage or
loss to property having value equivalent to or
exceeding one hundred thousand rupees owned
by or under the care or control of healthcare
service providers or facilities, in addition to the
imprisonment provided for the act or omission in
the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 shall be
punishable with imprisonment of either
description which may extend to one year or
with fine amounting to the cost of repairing the
damaged property including the costs of
deprivation or substitution of healthcare
services to the public or with both:

Provided where loss to property constitutes

other offences to property, it shall be dealt with
under the Pakistan Penal Code 1860.

7. (1) It shall be prohibited under all circumstances to
carry, keep, possess or display arms of any kind

notwithstanding a valid license within the premises of a
healthcare service facility.

(2) Any contravention of sub-section (1) shall be dealt
with under the Sindh Arms Act, 2012,

Prohibitian of
carrying arms
into healthcare
Facility.
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B. (1) In addition to any other responsibility of a
healthcare service facility or a healthcare service provider
vnder any law for the time being in force-

{i) it shall be the responsibility of every healthcare
service [acility to ensure lhat the healthcare
service providers explain the procedures of
treatment before and during the treatment, to
the compiete understanding of the patient or
designated relative or attendant, and in case of 2
minor to his guacdian or custadian, as prescribed;

(ii) it shall be the responsibility of every healthcare
service facility to furnish, in writing, the complete
information about the medical treatment
provided by such healthcare service facility to the
patient or tc designated relative or attendant,
and in case of a minor to his guardian or
custodian, as prescribed;

{Hi) it shall be the responsibility of each healthcare
sarvice provider to safeguard patient
confidentiality, to maintain the highest standards
of ethical conduct, to not discriminate among
patients except on the basis of medical need

and/or grounds and to provide emergency care
as a humanitarian duty;

(iv) it shall be the responsibility of each healthcare
service facility to ensure that the healthcare
service providers employed with the subject
facility adhere to the responsibilities enshrined in
clauses (i),(i) and (iii), and to receive complaints
of any violation in respect of the same and to

take appropriate action against the corncerned
healthcare service provider;

(2) In order to implement the provisions of this Act, the
heailthcare service faciiity shall take following measures:-

(i) to take appropriate action against petty acts of
violence which are not trial-able under this Act;

(ii) to act upon “instantly and take appropriate

measures to prevent or mitigate all acts of
viclence under this Act;

(11) to taxe appropriate measures to prevent or
mitigate acts of violence under this Act, it shall
without unnecessary delay seek assistance and
support from the District Police Officer;

Responsibilities
of heailthcare
service facilities
and haalthcare
service
provioers.
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(iv) to report to the nearest police station the
commission of any offence under this Act and the
DSP upon receiving information specified in
clause (iii) shall immediately designate an officer
not below the rank of an officer in-charge of the

poiice station to provide requisite preventive
support or assistance.

9. (1) All offences under this Act are deemed to be
cognizable and non-bailable in nature.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other
law for the time being in force, all the offences under this
Act shall be triabie by a Court of Magistrate.

(3) Whoever fraudulently, dishonestly, maliciously or
with intent to injure any persons makes a false claim in a
court of law under this Act shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which may
extend to two years and shall also be liable to fine.

{4) The provisions of the Code shail be applicable for
the cognizance of offences under this Act.

10. Unless otherwise provided, the provisions of this Act
shall be in addition to and not in derogation of the
provisions of any other law for the time being in force.

11. Government may, by notification in the official

Gazette, make rules for the purposes of carrying out the
provisions of this Act.

Arrest and
cognizance of
offences.

Act to be in
addition to and
not in
derogation of
any other law

Paower to make
rules.

BY ORDER OF THE MADAM ACTING SPEAKER
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH

G.M.UMAR FAROOQ
SECRETARY

PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF SINDH
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SCHEDULE
(see section 3)

Section 107: Abetment of a thing
Section 108: Abettor
Section 1G9: Punishment of abetment if the Act abetted

committed in consequence and where no express provision is
made for its punishment

Section 110: Punishment for abetment if person abetied does
act with different intention from that of abettor

Section 111: Liability of abettor when one a& abetted and
different act done

Section 112: Abettor when liable to cumulative punishment for
act abetted and for act done

Section 113: Liability of abettor for an effect caused by the act
abetted different from that intended by the abettor

Section 114: Abettor present when offence is commiited

Section 115: Abetment of offence punishable with death or

imprisonment for life if offence not committed

Section 116: Abetment of offence punishable with
imprisonment-if offence be not committed

Section 117: Abetting commission of offence by the public or by
more than ten persons

Section 118: Concealing design to commit offence punishable
with death or imprisonment for life if offence be committed

Section 119: Public servant concealing design to commit
offence which it is his duty to prevent

Section 120: Concealing design to commit offence punishable
with imprisonment

Section 159: Affray

Section 160: Punishment for committing affray
Section 191: Giving false evidence

Section 192; Fabricating false evidence

Section 193: Punishment for false evidence
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XX,

xXil.

X x1if,

xxvi

xxwil.

Xxvif

XXIx,
XRX,
XxXxi,

XXXl

X200,

XXxiv,

XXXV,

XXV,

XXXV,

Section 194: Giving or fabricating false evidence with intent to

procure conviction of capital offence

Seclion 195: Giving or fabricating false evidence with intent to

procure conviction of offence punishable with imprisonment for

fite or for a term of seven years or upwards
Section 196: Using evidence known to be faise

Section 203: Giving false information respecting an offence
committed

Section 211: False charge of offence made with intent to injure
Section 300: Qati-e-Amd

Seclion 301: Causing death oi person other than the person
whose death was intended

Section 302: Punishment of gati-i-amd
Section 303: Qati committed under ikrah-i-tam or ikrah-i-nagqis

Section 304: Proof of qati-i-amd liable to gisas, etc.

Section 305;: Wali
Section 306: Qatl-e-amd not liabie to qisas

Section 307: Cases in which Qisas for gatl-i-amd shall not be
enforced

Section 308: Punishment in qatl-i-amd not liable to qisas, etc.
Section 309: Waiver (Afw) of gisas in qati-i-amd
Section 310: Compounding of gisas (Sulh) in gatl-i-amd

Section 310-A: Punishment for giving a femaile in marriage or
stherwise in badal-i-sulh, wanni or swara

Section 311: Ta'zir after waiver or compounding of right of
qisas in qati-i-amd
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XXXVl

XXHIX

xi.
xl.
xi.

xifil,

xlv.

xlvi.

Xivil,
xMvii,
xlix.
L

1.

vii,
Tviii
lix.
Ix.
Ixi
X,
Ixiii,

Ixiv.

Section 312: Qati-i-amd after waiver or compounding of gisas
Section 313: Right of gisas in gatl-i-amd

Saction 314: Execution of gisas in qati-i-amd

Section 315: Qatishibh~i-amd

Section 316: Punishment for gatishibh-i-amd

Section 317: Person committing gatl debarred from succession

Section 318: Qati-i-khata

Section 319: Punishment for gatl-i-khata

Section 320: Punishment for qati-i-khata by rash or negligent
driving

Section 321: Qati-bis-sabab

Section 322: Punishment for gatl-bis-sabab

Section 323: Value of diyat

Section 332: Hurt

Section 333: Itlaf-i-udw

Section 334: Punishment for I'tlaf-i-udw

Section 335: Itlaf-i-salahiyyat-i-udw

Section 336: Punishment for Itlaf-i-salahiyyat-i-udw
Section 336-A: Hurt caused by corrosive sub=tance

Seclion 336-B: Punishment for hurt by corrosive substance

Section 337: Shajjah

Section 337-A: Punishment of sha jjah
Section 337-B: Jurh

Section 337-C: Jaifah

Section 337-D: Punishment for jaifah
Section 337-E: Ghayr-jaifah

Section 337-F: Punishment of gha yr-jaifah

Section 337-G: Punishment for hurt by rash or negligent driving
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ixy. Section 337-H: Punishment for hurt by rash or negligent act
Ixvi. Section 337-I: Punishment for causing hurt by mistake (khata)

Ixvii. Section 337-J: Causing hurt by mean of a poison

Ixviii. Section 337-K: Causing hurt to extort confession, or to compel
restoration of property >y

Ixix. Section 337-L: Punishment for other hurt
Ixx. Section 337-M: Hurt not liable to gisas

Ixxi. Section 337-N: Cases in which gisas for hurt shall not be
enforced

Ixxii. Section 337-0: Wali in case of hurt

Ixxiii. Section 337-P: Execution of gisas for hurt

Ixxiv. Section 337-Q: Arsh for single organs

ixxv. Section 337-R: Arsh for organs in pairs

Ixxvi. Section 337-S: Arsh for the organs in quadruplicate
Ixxvii. Section 337-T: Arsh for fingers
Ixxvili., Section 337-U: Arsh for teeth

Ixxix. Section 337-V: Arsh for hair

Ixxx. Section 337-W: Merger of arsh

Ixxxi. Section 337-X: Payment of arsh

Ixxxii. Section 337-Y: Value of daman
Ixxxiii. Section 337-Z: Disbursement of arsh or daman
Ixxxiv. Section 339: Wrongful restraint

Ixxxv. Section 340: Wrongful confinement

Ixxxvi Section 341: Punishment for wrongful restraint

Ixxxvil. Section 342: Punishment for wrongfui confinement
Ixxxviii. Section 343: Wrongfui confinement for three or more days
Dxxxix.

Section 344: Wrongful confinement for ten or more days
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«c. Section 345: Wrongful confinement of person for whose
liberation writ has been issued
. Section 346: Wrongful confinement in secret
xcii, Section 347: Wrongful confinement to extort property or
constrain to illegal act
xciii  Section 348: Wrongful confinement to extort confession or

compel restoration of property
xciv.,  Section 349: Force
xcv. Section 350: Criminal Force

xcvi. Section 425: Mischief

xcvii.  Section 426: Punishment for mischief
xcviii.  Section 427: Mischief causing damage to the amount of fifty
rupees

xcix. Section 432: Mischief by causing ‘nundation or obstruction to
public drainage attended with damage

- Section 435: Mischief by fire or explosive substance with intent
to cause damage to amount of one hundred rupees or (in case
of agricultural procuce) ten rupees

¢i. Section 436: Mischief by fire or explosive substance with intent
to destroy house, etc.

cii. Section 440: Mischief committed after preparation made for
causing death or hurt

ciii. Section 441: Criminal trespass
civ. Section 503: Criminal Intimidation
cv.  Section 506: Punishment for criminal intimidation

cvi. Section 507: Criminal intimidation by an anonymous

communication

wil.  Section 509: Insuiting modesty or causing sexual harassment
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